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Exhibition Schedule for 2001-2002
Wilderness Exodus: The Dan-
ish Mormon Experience in 
America
May 7, 2001- October 28, 2001
 In 1849 the Danish national consti-
tution was amended to allow religious 
freedom in Denmark. In 1850 Mormon 
missionaries began to proselyte in Den-
mark. With these two events came the 
conversion of some 18,000 Danes to 
the Mormon Church, the largest non-
Lutheran religious movement in Den-
mark. Most of these Danes took part in 
the westward migration that settled the 
West. This exhibit explores the contri-
butions and experiences of the Danish 
Mormon immigrants to America who 
traveled from Denmark to a new home 
in the Midwest and unsettled West.

Scenes from Denmark: Images 
of the Homeland
November 12, 2001-April 7, 2002
 Scenes from Denmark have fre-
quently been among the most treasured 
possessions in Danish immigrant homes. 
The scenes kept memories alive and al-

lowed a fanciful revisiting of treasured 
places in the Old Country. Paintings 
or prints of Denmark were sometimes 
brought over at the time of immigration 
but were often purchased on a later visit 
or perhaps painted from memory. Some-
times a family member would return to 
Denmark to paint a favorite scene or a 
second generation descendant would 
return to capture in visual form the im-
age of a place or of a traditional event 
about which so many stories has been 
told. This exhibit will explore images 
of Denmark and the meaning that they 
have had for those who produced them 
and/or those who possessed them.

Danes on the High Plains
April 22, 2002-October 28, 2002
 This exhibit will focus on those 
settlements and communities estab-
lished by Danish immigrants on the 
plains west of the 100th meridian. Five 
states and twenty-five locations will be 
encompassed– Colorado: Brush, Denver, 
Fowler, Kowa; Montana: Bredette, Coal-
ridge, Dagmar, McCabe, Mona, Sidney, 

Westby; Nebraska: Cozad, Hay Springs; 
North Dakota: Bowbells, Daneville, 
Donnybrook, Fertile Valley, Flaxton, 
Kenaston, Kenmare, McKinney, Mercer, 
Mohall, Norma; Wyoming: Buffalo. The 
exhibition will focus on community 
founding, development and historical 
evolution. The lives of the immigrants, 
their descendants and the challenges they 
faced will contribute importantly to the 
experience of the exhibit. Preservation of 
this rapidly fleeting history is a primary 
goal.

came weary from battle and grew home-
sick for Denmark. He trudged across 
Europe to Kronborg Castle at Elsinore 
where he immediately fell, sword drawn, 
into a deep sleep. This is where he sleeps 
to this day. Many people believe if ever 
his beloved country is in danger, Holger 
will awake and defeat the enemy. The 
myth of Holger Danske was immortal-
ized by Hans Christian Andersen in 
1845 with his fairy tale entitled Holger 
Danske. Holger remains a symbol of 
strength and infallibility for both Danes 
and those throughout the world who share 
a Danish heritage.
 Just as Holger slumbers in Kronborg 
Castle, waiting to come to the rescue 
of his beloved Denmark, the Board has 
designed the Holger Danske Endowment 
to stand guard and protect past and future 
investments in the Museum.
 Under the auspices of the Endowment 
Committee, to be officially nominated 

and appointed by the Board at its regular 
meeting in Elk Horn in October, gifts 
committed to the Endowment will be 
conservatively invested and serve as a 
permanently restricted savings account 
for the Museum. A portion of the earnings 
from the Holger Danske Endowment, as 
specified in the formal resolution, will 
be used to offset the Museum’s annual 
operational expenses.
 We encourage anyone interested to 
contribute to the Holger Danske Endow-
ment Fund in addition to their regular 
annual contribution. For more informa-
tion, please contact Marnell Fox in our 
Development Office.

Endowment . . . – continued from page 5

Current
Exhibits

 Jorgen Christian Nielsen (1842-
1939), photographic reproduction, 
courtesy of Nancy Calkins, Heritage 
Landscape Design
 Jorgen Christian Nielsen brought to 
the arid land of Utah a vision of a magnifi-

– continued on page 7
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Current Exhibits

 Pioneer Utah Pottery loaned by Kirk Henrichsen: 1) Small Preserve Jar, clay 
body (deep terra-cotta red), fired and glazed, potter unknown; 2) Large Mouth Stor-

age Jar, clay body, fired and glazed, potter 
unknown; 3) Small Jug, clay body (buff 
color), fired and glazed E. C. Henrichsen 
potter, Provo Pottery
 Danish immigrant potters brought 
Danish production techniques and 
cultural traditions with them that fit 
especially well into the isolated small 
village society of Utah. Of particular 
consequence was the utilitarian nature of 
their pottery. During the mid-nineteenth 
century utilitarian pottery production was 
a respected trade in Danish Society. Each 
household required a variety of types 
of ware to process and store their dairy 
products, fruits, pickles and baked goods. 
Members of the rural working class of 
Denmark were especially attracted to the 
Mormon missionaries’ message. Several 
Danish potters joined the LDS Church 
and were welcomed into the settlements 
of Utah.
 Danish converts not only supplied Utah 
with potters who produced traditional 
Danish utilitarian earthenware vessels but 
also people who were used to using them. 
The type of ware produced in Utah shifted 
from the slip-cast dinner table ware being 
produced at the [British influenced] Deseret 
Pottery to utilitarian food preparation and 
storage vessels. The type of ware was not 
only a result of the potters training but a 
reflection of the demands of the people as 
the influence of the growing number of 
Scandinavian immigrants became greater. 
As more Danes arrived, the more their 
traditional ways of preparing and pre-
serving food were used by Utah settlers. 
They taught their pickling and other food 
preservation methods to their American and 
British neighbors. This, in turn, increased 
the demand for typical types of utilitarian 
Danish pottery ware.
 Danish potters brought vitality to a fal-
tering industry and soon came to dominate 
both British and American pottery produc-
tion in the Mormon corridor. Their ware 
was essential to the survival of the pioneer 
settlements.

 Lake View Garden by Samuel 
Jeppesen, photographic reproduction 
of oil painting, courtesy of Daughters 
of the Utah Pioneers Museum, Provo
 This work by Samuel Jeppesen, who 
was a contemporary of Jorgen Nielsen, is 
perhaps the best remaining visual docu-
ment of Nielsen’s remarkable garden. 

Reconstruction of the garden is otherwise 
largely dependent upon oral history tra-
ditions and newspaper accounts of the 
day.
 The park had many poplar trees, both 
native Carolina and imported Lombardy 
varieties. Two concentric rings of poplars 
lined either side of a running track where, 
on busy days with many visitors, races 
would be organized for children and 
candy offered to the winners. Gravel 
paths wound their way through grooves 
of trees and large expanses of lawn. Ten 
small arbors, covered with either vines or 
roses, provided picnickers with shelter. 
The perimeter of the park was lined with 
honey locust trees which offered shade 
to park visitors but discouraged intruders 
with their long thorns.

Nielsen . . . – continued from page 6
cent garden — lush, green and populated 
with a variety of foliage. That vision was 
shaped by his experience at the King’s 
Garden in Odense, Denmark, where his 
uncle was a gardener and where he had 
worked for a time with his uncle.

– continued on page 8

 According to the Nielsen family 
history, Jorgen worked for wages from 
the age of six, first in a match factory, 
then a tobacco factory, a woolen mill, 
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Current Exhibits
 Anders Hintze House, Holladay, 
Salt Lake County, Utah, built c. 
1865-1870, drawing by Collin Tomb, 
loaned by Thomas Carter
 The Hintze house is a good example 
of the three-part house built by many 
Danish immigrants in Utah. The 
three-part house, as the name implies, 
consists of a rectilinear floor plan di-
vided into three sections that may be 
either one or two rooms deep. When 
undivided, the center room was generally used as a multi-functional space, giving 
the family a combined kitchen, eating, and living area. The smaller rooms to each 
side were bedrooms and, in some cases, one of the front rooms could be used as a 
best room or parlor.

 Anders Hintze House, Hol-
laday, Salt Lake County, Utah, 
built c. 1865-1870, black and 
white photograph, loaned by 
Thomas Carter
 Anders Hintze was born in 
1821 in Herslex, Roskilde Par-
ish, Denmark. Hintze joined 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in the late 
1850s and immigrated to Utah 
around 1860. Arriving in Salt 
Lake City, Hintze purchased a farm site lying about 10 miles south of the main 
settlement. Following Mormon nineteenth century practice, Anders married three 
wives, although only one, Karen Sophie Swenson, lived in this house. The other 
two wives occupied smaller dwellings located on the family property.
 The Hintze house is built of locally produced adobe brick and was plastered 
soon after its initial construction.

 No. 20 Rosegarde, Mariager, 
Denmark, built around 1840, black 
and white photograph, loaned by 
Thomas Carter
 This house is typical of smaller 
dwellings found in Danish cities 
during the first half of the nine-
teenth century. Brick was becoming 
increasingly common and sym-
metry everywhere was the fashion. 
Of particular interest is how the 
roof flares slightly at the eaves, a 
decorative feature also visible on 
the house Anders Hintze built in Utah. The plans of the two houses differ slightly. 
The Danish example has a two-room deep, three-part plan, but there is a small 
vestibule behind the front entrance.

finally settling into an apprenticeship 
in his teens. Nielsen converted to the 
Mormon faith in late 1860 (age 18) and 
immigrated to America in 1863. He 
pledged one year’s labor to the sponsor 
who paid his passage from Denmark. Of 
his arrival in Utah, Nielsen later said “It 
was inspiring to see so much unoccupied 
land. My hopes soared high. I made up 
my mind to have a piece of it for myself, 
a piece big enough to raise things like 
my uncle raised in the King’s Garden.”
 On May 25, 1869, Nielsen filed a 
homestead claim with the U.S. govern-
ment for a parcel of land in Orem which 
stretched from Main Street down the hill 
to Sandhill Road (now 2000 South and 
Sandhill Road). After clearing the land, 
he opened a nursery and began to plant 
tree-by-tree what he hoped would be 
Utah’s finest grove, naming his creation 
Lakeview Gardens and Nursery. Locally, 
it was known as Nielsen’s Grove. Money 
made in the nursery was continuously be-
ing redirected into new kinds of foliage. 
In time, Nielsen’s Grove became a very 
popular resort, attracting large groups of 
visitors. Among its attractions, Nielsen 
built an ingenious wooden dance floor 
for entertainment. Concessions were sold 
by Mrs. Nielsen. 
 Nielsen’s Grove unfortunately ab-
sorbed almost as much money as it 
brought in, leaving Nielsen with little 
more than to cover his overhead. The 
park came to a rather abrupt end shortly 
after the turn-of-the-20th century. For 
unexplained reasons, the water table 
rose abruptly one year and turned all but 
the west end of his park into a swamp. 
Nielsen then turned to other business 
adventures. In time the land was drained 
and grain planted in much of the area. 
Today, a restoration of much of this 
remarkable park is underway.

Nielsen. . .
– continued from page 7

– continued on page 9
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 A very exciting aspect of the Wil-
derness Exodus exhibit has been our 
ability to tap into contemporary research 
and scholarship focusing upon ways in 
which the Danish immigrants exercised 
decisive influences upon the material 
culture and physical structures of Utah. 
In the unit titled “Utah Overview”, we 
have sections on 1) Danish influenced 
redware pottery, 2) Danish influenced 
architecture and 3) a Danish immigrant’s 
remarkable late 19th century park now 
being restored as Nielsen’s Grove (Orem, 
Utah). 
 I would like to introduce to our read-
ers the three individuals whose generos-
ity made this section possible. Aspects 
of their contributions will be shared in 
this America Letter.
 Kirk Henrichsen is engaged in 
ongoing research regarding Danish influ-
ences on American pottery, particularly 
the redware pottery of Utah. His great 
grandfather, E. C. Henrichsen, was the 
last of the Danish potters to arrive in Utah. 
Kirk selected three distinctive styles of 
Danish influenced redware pottery from 
his personal collection for viewing in the 
exhibition. The label texts accompanying 
the pottery reflect his research findings, 
which he has graciously made available 
for this exhibit.
 Thomas Carter, architectural histo-
rian, has studied extensively evidences of 

From A Curatorial Perspective . . . 
Scandinavian influence on architecture in 
Utah. He has given particular attention to 
the manner in which Danish immigrants 
impacted both building and furniture 
styles in the communities where they 
settled. He has spent time in Denmark 
closely examining the distinctive stylistic 
features that left their impact on Utah’s 
structures. Aspects of Carter’s research 
and photographic studies are incorpo-
rated into our overview of Utah. He has 
provided the text accompanying the 
photographs and drawings he loaned.
 The section on Nielsen’s Grove 
has been made possible through the 
generosity of Nancy Calkins, Heritage 
Landscape Design. She has readily 
shared her research and resources regard-
ing Nielsen’s Lakeview Gardens and 
Nursery. Both images and text reflect 
the groundwork she laid for the current 
restoration project in Orem, Utah.

Barbara Lund-Jones

 Nielsen’s Grove, Preliminary Con-
cept Drawing by Nancy Calkins, gift 
of Nancy Calkins, Heritage Landscape 
Design
 The pond is the only aspect of Jor-
gen Nielsen’s wonderful garden still in 
existence today. On the positive side, 
its restoration is currently underway. 
The site is presently being excavated in 
order to learn as much as possible about 
Nielsen’s original garden and its layout. 
The completed project will reintroduce 
the dramatic landscaping and beauty 
of Nielsen’s Lakeview Gardens. The 
preliminary concept drawing provides 
the viewer with a sense of the finished 
garden’s appearance. In this reincarna-
tion, the garden will be known simply 
as Nielsen’s Grove.

Current Exhibits

Matching Gifts 2001
 The following companies and 
foundations have provided matching 
gifts to the gifts of their employees, 
retired employees and member orga-
nizations:
Woodmen of the World/Assured Life Association

The Holger Danske
Endowment
Wilber Williamson, Des Moines, IA
Folmer & Vera Nyby, Michigan City, IN
Paul Lindholm, Maple Plain, MN
Upper Midwest Rebild Society
Maurice & Kay Lykke, Fargo, ND
Verner & Elaine Jensen, Merritt Island, FL
**Asta Forrest, Fountain Hills, AZ
**Gunnar Horn, Omaha, NE

Lutheran Brotherhood
IBM 
Boeing corporation
Coca Cola Company
Lucent Technologies
Merrill, Lynch, & Com-

pany
Chevron Corporation

Alliant Energy Founda-
tion 

Harris Bank Foundation

Memorials
April 1, 2001 - August 31, 2001

Contributions have been received in loving memory of the following individuals:

Dora Adams
Harry P. Albertsen
Rosa M. Albertsen
Eigel (Andy) Andersen
Elna R. Andersen
Colleen Benson
Peggy Y. Borden-Lacey
Cecil Camery
Art Christensen
Elly Christensen
Sheilia Larsen 

Christensen
Sidney Christensen
Ansgar E. Clausen
Alice Elmquist
Rose Forde
James Harris
Leroy Henriksen
Dagny Holmbo
Alice Imig
Reuben Iversen
Dean Jacobsen
Ellen Jensen

Ronald Jerstad
Mary Lowene Kempf
Kay Ann Larson
Leo Machutas
Lillie E. Madsen
Mac Madsen
Harry Mortensen
Victor B. Nelsen
Arne & Wilma Nielsen
Carl F. Nielsen
Helene Ohlsen
Karen Filtenborg Olesen
Viggo Olesen
Irma Petersen
Roland Petersen
Lois Plapke
Frank Rasmussen
Fae Rinehart
Vera West Rinehart
Magda Sorensen
Ejlif Schmidt
Margaret Svee
Ernie Torgenson

Robert Wallace
Oma Weltscheff
Olive A. Westphalen

Nielsen . . .
– continued from page 8
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 It is rewarding to meet old friends and to welcome 
new comers in quest of their heritage. Many of you have 
helped to increase the holdings of the Center with your 
contribution of family, local and church histories as well 
as other books. 
 An essential area in genealogical research is to locate 
and document the death of each of the ancestors on your 
Family Charts. It is important to review as many sources 
as possible to avoid an error in the date of death. Every 
time that a date is recorded there is a chance that a mis-
take may occur. Fortunately, there are many sources that 
can be examined. Birth certificates and Bible entries are 

Stamtræ

 Family History
  &
GenealoGy Center

 The Family History and Ge-
nealogy Center’s three core vol-
unteers: Mae Petersen standing 
at far left, Norma Lange Nelson 
and Margaret Christensen. The 
Center is open from 10:00 AM 
until 4:00 PM every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

excellent documents. Other places to search are newspapers where death notices and 
obituaries can be found. Biographies, death records, mortality schedules, mortuaries, 
burial permits are also important sources. Then there is the trip to the cemetery where 
many surprises such as dates of marriage and parent’s names are sometimes revealed 
on tombstone inscriptions. 
 Genealogy is now the leading hobby in the United States. As interest has grown, 
so has the number of cemetery books being made available for use by hobbyists. The 
FHGC has recently acquired a variety of these invaluable tools. Four volumes of 
cemetery listings covering Cass County, Iowa and three large scrapbooks of obituar-
ies of the surrounding area have been given to the Center. Other contributions are 
several note books of cemeteries listings covering the Shelby County, Iowa area. There 
is also a current index of all the cemeteries of Shelby County including the names 
and addresses of the sextons. The Elk Horn Cemetery entries, completely updated, 
has been added to the library. We have volumes of “Our Elders” which contain both 
stories of the living and obituaries. The Audubon County death records are in book 
form at the FHGC. The internet now provides cemetery listings and you will find 
them in genealogical publications. 
 Volunteers are busily compiling indexes of additional listings of burials from 
churches outside our local counties. We have two out of state volunteers who clip 
obituaries with a Danish connection from their local newspapers. Perhaps that is a 
way that you can help us to expand our holdings.
 Margaret Christensen

Jensine Oline Jensen Petersen Larsen, Exira, IA – Char-
lotte Ann Sorensen, Exira, IA

Hans and Andrea Kronberg Hansen, Oakland, NE 
– William Hansen, Jr., Ames, IA; Audrey Hansen 
(deceased)

Knud Valdemar & Lilly Marie Hansen Voss, Redington 
Beach, FL – Alfred D. Voss & Family, Kailua, HI

Eric Jensen, Decorah, IA – Wendy Jensen, Ames, IA
Soren Peter Christensen, Mr. Pleasant, UT – Ruth Oleah 

Christensen Brady Garlick, Fairview, UT
Mads Nielsen, LeSueur, MN – June Buchan, Florence, AZ

Wall of  Honor April 1, 2001-August 31, 2001

James Rasmus Christensen, Blair, NE; Cecilia Wissing 
Christensen, Tower, MN – Bill & Berniece Grewcock, 
Omaha, NE

Laurits Christian and Laura Jepsen, Chicago, IL – 
James & Barbara Jepsen, Pinehurst, NC; Paul C. Jepsen, 
Hinsdale, IL; Thomas & Joan Jepsen, Downers Grove, 
IL; Gary  & Sheryl Sgarbossa, Darien, IL; Mark Jepsen, 
Lombard, IL; Robert & Laura Steinkellner, Winfield, 
IL; Laurits Christian Bondo, Underwood, IA; Elaine C. 
Hoyer, Washington, IL; Phyllis Shavlik, North Platte, 

NE;  Paul Bondo, South Bend, IN
John Adse Christensen, Elk Horn, IA; Nels C. Nelson, 

Elk Horn, IA –  Edna M. Christensen Family, Atlantic, 
IA

John Frederickson, Avoca, IA – Rolland and Marjorie 
Frederickson, North Bend, OR

Hans Peter Hansen, Vermillion, SD –  Hansen Cousins 
Reunion (June 16, 2001) by Dorothy Mandsager, 
Marshalltown, IA

Hannah Marie Nielsen Andersen Heiberg, Council 
Bluffs, IA; Hans Friis Andersen Heiberg, Council 
Bluffs, IA; Jens Peter Andersen Heiberg, Council 
Bluffs, IA – Mary E. Phillips, Council Bluffs, IA

Wallis E. Knudsen, The Villages, FL –  Ronald D. Lee, 
Madisonville, LA; Suzette Olson, Broomfield, CO;  
Kevin Lee, Thornton, CO

Arne Farstrup Nielsen, Burlington, IA – Karen Byrne, Jo 
Dyuroff, Marilyn Norman, Al Nielsen, Burlington, IA

Augusta Wilhelmina Olsen, Warren, PA – Irene Quade, 
Albany, IL

Berg F. Pallesen, Calgary, Canada; Martin P. Pallesen, 
Calgary, Canada; Otto W. Pallesen, Calgary, 
Canada; Thomas P. Pallesen, Calgary, Canada – 
Peter Pallesen, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Aksel T. and Else T. Petersen, Savanna, IL – Hanne T. 
Sweetnam, Joliet, IL

Emil Nielsen Schjødt Scott, Aurora, NE  – Aileen Scott, 
Bellwood, NE; Luana Scott, Seal Beach, CA; Vernon 
and Edith Petersen, Kimballton, IA; Gene and Nita Lar-
son, Harlan, IA; Earl and Evelyn Beyer, Burbank, CA

Niels Peter and Metta Marie Andersdatter Knudsen, 
Harlan, IA – Ron & P. J. Knudsen, Huntley, IL; Warren 
& Betty Knudsen, Willard, WI; Bob & Lucille Morri-
son, Burnaby, BC, Canada; Brian & Monica McCarthy, 
Batavia, IL; Gilbert & Madeline Pedersen, Atlantic, IA; 
Helen Petersen, Cedar Falls, IA;  Rex & Jean Snyder, 
Bellevue, WA; Andrew & Sue Stenberg, Tulsa, OK; 
Harlan & Jean Stenberg, Clear Lake, IA; Karen Sten-
berg, Minneapolis, MN; Rosalie K. Wiand, Pulaski, WI; 
Richard & Betty Knudsen, Coon Rapids, IA; Kenneth & 
Judy Knudsen, Coon Rapids, IA;  Kristoffer & Jennifa 
Knudsen, St. Charles, IL; Richard Gram, Sacramento, 
CA; John & Laura Petersen, Cedar Falls, IA; Mona 
Kaun, Leroy, SK, Canada;  Herb & Anita Kendze, 
Olds, AB, Canada; Bea Knudsen, Coon Rapids, IA; 
Craig & Debra Knudsen , Wausau, WI; Harold & Hazel 
Knudsen, Aberdeen, SK, Canada; Howard & Cathrine 
Knudsen, Sardis, BC, Canada; Jerry & Rose Knudsen, 
St. Charles, IL; John & Irene Knudsen, Audubon, IA; 
Lester Knudsen, Markesan, WI;  Rex & Sandy Knud-
sen, Carroll, IA; Don & Marcia Knudsen, Stockton, CA; 
Ila Knudsen, Mesa, AZ; Jim & Doris Knudsen, Gilbert, 
AZ; Sharon Adams, Mesa, AZ; Janice Lewis, Mesa, 
AZ; Bonnie Cameron, Grand Forks, ND; David & 
Donna Little, Caronport, SK, Canada; Curtis & Sandra 
Knudsen, Wausau, WI; Kathrine Michel, Humboldt, 
SK, Canada; Drew & Cindy Knudsen, Coon Rapids, 
IA;  Ruth Archer, Christina Lake, BC, Canada; Destry 
& Kari Arndt, Lake in the Hills, IL; Henry & Esther 
Creuzot, Prince George, BC, Canada; Ethel Davies, Ab-
botsford, BC, Canada; George & Wanda Eitland, Green 
Bay, WI; David & Irene Falk, Abbotsford, BC, Canada; 
Mark & Kim Frendreis, Elgin, IL; Orville & Mary 
Hamblin, Prince George, BC, Canada; Virgil & Joan 
Hamblin, Jamul, CA; Richard Hills, Cedar Falls, IA;  
Marilyn Jorgensen, Sacramento, CA; Ella Kaun, Leroy, 
SK, Canada; Marjorie Gram, Sacramento, CA.
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Museum Accepts Bequest from
Edna M. Christensen Estate
 Kathy Laube (center), Executrix of the Estate of the late 
Edna M. Christensen of Atlantic, IA, presents a check to 
Rick Burns and Marnell Fox for $120,000 on behalf of the 
estate. Edna, who passed away in December, 2000, left ap-
proximately one-half of her estate to the Museum. Edna and 
her husband Delbert who predeceased her were long-time 
supporters of the Museum. Modest and conservative in their 
life style, they were dedicated to the preservation of their 
heritage and spent much of their later retirement years com-
piling a family history which is being published by Delbert’s 
family. His grandparents both immigrated from Denmark to 
Elk Horn in the early 1900’s and are commemorated on the 
Wall of Honor thanks to Edna’s bequest.

– continued on page 12

Museum Donors
April 1, 2001-August 31, 2001
 The Danish Immigrant Museum gratefully acknowledges the 
generosity of the following members that made contributions, dona-
tions, memorials, gifts in kind, and other honorariums during the 
time period designated above. Membership designations indicate 
the level attained with all contributions from these individuals and 
organizations since January 1, 2001. (Wall of Honor contributors 
and gifts to the Holger Danske Endowment Fund are recognized 
elsewhere.) 

ORDER OF JYLLAND • Leaders
$10,000 & above

Clyde & Emma Johnson, Omaha, NE
Bruce Lauritzen, Omaha, NE

ORDER OF SJÆLLAND
Distinquished Members 

$5,000 - $9,999
Vern Hunter, Fargo, ND
Forest & Kirsten Strnad, Faribault, MN

ORDER OF FYN
Viking Members • $2,500-$4,999

Friends of Scandinavia, Inc., Encino, CA
*James & Marge Iversen, Ames, IA
Valborg Nielsen, Denver, CO

ORDER OF BORNHOLM
Patron Members • $1,000-$2,499

*Merv Bro, Scottsdale, AZ
Denmark Lodge #56, Overland Park, KS
Chicago Consulate General, Chicago, IL
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #341, Elk 

Horn, IA
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #15, 

Urbandale, IA
*Paul & Karen Emanuelsen, Royal Oak, 

MI
Charles & Joanne Frederiksen, Ames, IA
Earl & LaVena Fries, Des Moines, IA
Charles & Emma Hansen, Mount Prospect, 

IL
Iver & Lis Jorgensen, Gilroy, CA
Steve & Marilyn Norman, Davenport, FL
Mark & Lori Nussle, Palos Park, IL
Folmer & Vera Nyby, Michigan City, IN
Red River Danes, Fargo, ND
Tom & Julie Rosen, Fairmont, MN
Svend & Lois Toftemark, Eugene, OR

ORDER OF LOLLAND
Benefactor Members • $500-$999 

Audubon State Bank, Audubon, IA
Bro Business Center Corp., Harlan, IA
Danish American Club of Milwaukee, WI
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #113, 

Enumclaw, WA
David & Helen Esbeck, San Diego, CA
Exchange State Bank, Exira, IA
Cynthia & Stan Forde, Hempsted, TX
Bill & Marilyn Gift, Des Moines, IA
Richard Hansen, Boone, IA
*Leland & Barbara Jensen, Corvallis, OR
Ronald & Betty Knapp, Gibson City, IL
*John & Audrey Kofoed, West Branch, IA
Landmands National Bank, Audubon, IA
Dean & Barbara Larsen, Overland Park, 

KS
Nebraska District of DBIA, Lincoln, NE
Dick & Norma Nelson, Elk Horn, IA
Wilma Nielsen, Burlington, IA
Henry & Sharon Olesen, Woodstock, IL
Thelma Petersen, Harlan, IA
Shelby County State Bank, Harlan, IA
Halvor Strandskov, Alexandria, VA
Supreme Lodge of Danish Sisterhood, 

Lincoln, NE

ORDER OF FALSTER

Sustaining Members • $250-$499
Mel Andersen, Atlantic, IA
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #8, Lincoln, 

NE
Friday Night Group, Falls Church, VA
Dick & Edna Jacobsen, Gig Harbor, WA
Alvin & Bridget Jensen, Houston, TX
Kristen Jensen, Artesia, CA
Peer & Karen Jensen, Carmel, CA
Jensen-Petersen-Elkjer Family, Hampton, 

NE
Niels & Ella Jessen, Salinas, CA
Harris & Carol Jorgensen, Dike, IA
Sven & Elin Koch, Cedar Falls, IA
Richard  & Marilyn Kramme, Des Moines, 

IA
Herbert Madison, Washington, DC
John & Karen Molgaard, Atlantic, IA
Elcar & Norma Nielsen, Prairie Village, KS
Lynn & Joyce Petersen, Elk Horn, IA
Ethel Peterson, Exira, IA
Dana & Joan Shaffer, Exira, IA
Mark & Cheryl Strandskov, Mount 

Pleasant, MI
Neal & Jeanne Thuesen, Dike, IA

ORDER OF AMAGER
Supporting Members • $100-$249

Franklin Albertsen, Toledo, IA
American Schleswig-Holstein Assn., 

Davenport, IA
Ann Andersen, Cornelius, NC
Muriel & Max Bacon, Harlan, IA
Bob & Betty Berg, DeMott, IN
Royal & Shirley Bierbaum, Griswold, IA
Barbara & Horace Bjorn, Creston, IA
Irene Boose, Elk Horn, IA
Richard & Mary Boye, Radford, VA
Otto & Minna Brask, Kirkland, WA
Franklin Bro, Toledo, IA
Manville & Marjorie Bro, Wilmington, DE
Cleo Brock, Jewell, IA
Everett & Louise Brown, Panora, IA
Steve & Myra Brubaker, Des Moines, IA
David & Alice Bullers, Cedar Falls, IA
Richard & Connie Burns, Elk Horn, IA
Marcella Carey, San Clemente, CA
Cedar Valley Danes, Cedar Falls, IA
Borge & Lotte Christensen, Tucson, AZ
Svend Christensen, Des Moines, IA
Ellen Hedegaard Christiansen, Council 

Bluffs, IA
Darwin & Kathryn Clausen, La Crescent, 

MN
Edmund Clausen, Oakland, CA
Danish Club of Tucson, Tucson, AZ
Anne-Marie Douglas, Chicago, IL
Elk Horn Pharmacy, Elk Horn, IA
Ramona Esbeck, Ames, IA
Sonja Esben-Petersen, Bedminster, NJ
Roland & Cora Fagre, Loveland, CO
Myrtle Felkner, Centerville, IA
June Frostholm, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Gertrude Garff, Salt Lake City, UT
Brian & Margaret Garrett, Littleton, CO
Jim & Sue Greene, Round Rock, TX
Harvey & Doris Greve, Walnut, IA
Bertha Hansen, Harlan, IA
Dallas & Margery Hansen, Elk Horn, IA

Kai & Valborg Hansen, Mercer Island, WA
Wayne & Janell Hansen, Elk Horn, IA
Westi & Dorothy Hansen, Naples, FL
Dorothy & William Hawkes, Fairfield, CA
Christine Hess, Emmetsburg, IA
Ralf & Inga Hoifeldt, Urbandale, IA
Edna Hollister, Sioux City, IA
Ruth Hotz, Omaha, NE
Kent & Marge Ingerslev, Elk Horn, IA
Ronald & LaVonne Jackson, Minot, ND
Lee & Pia Jensen, Pleasant Grove, UT
Roland & Joan Jensen, Ankeny, IA
Marvin & Helen Jessen, Des Moines, IA
Dennis & Carole Johnson, Morris, MN
Peter & Katrine Keller, Wilmette, IL
Kristine Lapehn, New York, NY
Jerry & Carolyn Larson, Minneapolis, MN
Marvin & Ardyth Laursen, Muscatine, IA
Camilla Leyser, Palm City, FL
Erik & Hyun Soon Lillehoj, West 

Friendship, MD
Clifford & Clara Loft, Blair, NE
David Luebbers, Denver, CO
Don & Jen Madsen, Iowa City, IA
Harald & Margaret Madsen, Tyler, MN
Howard Madsen, Darwin, MN
L. K. & Lenora Madsen, Kansas City, MO
Marlene Marker, Houston, TX
Karen Thuesen Massaro, Santa Cruz, CA

*Claude & Alma Metzler, Evanston, IL
Walter & Margaret Meyers, North Oaks, 

MN
Erik & Ingrid Michelsen, Bakersfield, CA
Alan & Donna Mores, Harlan, IA
M. & M. Ib Johan Mercebach Mørk, Staten 

Island, NY
Lillian Newcombe, Fairborn, OH
Ellen Nielsen, Decorah, IA
*Larry R. Nielsen, Carroll, IA
Marlin Nielsen, Des Moines, IA
Robert Nielsen, Ringsted, IA
Marian Olsen, Chicago, IL
Robert & Elsie Olsen, Pacific Junction, IA
Pacific NW District Lodge, Eugene, OR
Edith Paulsen, Des Moines, IA
Wilma Pedersen, Iowa City, IA
Cy & Rosie Petersen, Elk Horn, IA
Thorvald Petersen, Santa Monica, CA
Melva Peterson, New York, NY
Richard & Patricia Peterson, Council 

Bluffs, IA
Sindy Poremba, Penngrove, CA
Betty Price, Gold Canyon, AZ
Delbert & Elva Rasmussen, Elk Horn, IA
Martha Rasmussen, Kimballton, IA
Danish American Fellowship, Ringsted, IA
Joyce Saunders, San Dimas, CA
Dorothy Schulze, Caledonia, MN
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Donors . . .
– continued from page 11

Sing-Along Group, Falls Church, VA
Harold & Ann Slaight, Omaha, NE
Isabelle Smith, Iowa City, IA
Harriet & Leslie Spanel, Bellingham, WA
*Dick & Sonja Switzer, Panora, IA

ORDER OF LÆSø
Sponsoring Members • $50-$99

Dennis & Sandra Andersen, Minnetonka, 
MN

Erik Andersen, 2100 Copenhagen, DK 
Dale & Marleen Anderson, Arlington, TX
Howard Anderson, Hamilton, OH
Karen Anderson, Des Moines, IA
Mickey Beebe, Santa Cruz, CA
Earl Bichel, River Grove, IL
Raymond & Marilyn Brandt, Cleveland 

Heights, OH
Ellen Buchy, San Diego, CA
Elinor Chase, Hackensack, MN
Amy Christensen, Billings, MT
B. I. Christensen, Goshen, NY
Bill & Margaret Christensen, Ottumwa, IA
Donald & Mary Clausen, Orlando, FL
Glen & Rosa Clemsen, Exira, IA
Shirley Copenhaver, Grayslake, IL
Harold & Janice Cozad, Simi Valley, CA
Robert & Betty Crawford, Muscatine, IA
Elna Crick, Omaha, NE
Reinhard & Pamela Danger, Pittsford, NY
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #319, Bakers-

field, CA
Danish Sisterhood Lodge #6, Omaha, NE
Robert Darrah, Urbandale, IA
Ruth Dent, Goodyear, AZ
Sheldon & Meta Downes, Greenville, NC
Knolen Face, Forest Lake, MN
Sue Fisher, Des Moines, IA
Edna Fredrickson, Elk Horn, IA
Christie Gehringer, Omaha, NE
Nathalie Givens, Perrysburg, OH
Dorothy Grotz, New Hope, MN
Dallas & Margery Hansen, Elk Horn, IA
Donald & Carma Hansen, Minneapolis, 

MN
Edward & Shirley Hansen, Minneapolis, 

MN
Eric & Alice Hansen, Los Gatos, CA
Kurt & Olga Hansen, Kansas City, MO
Lloyd Hansen, Denver, CO
Margaret Hansen, El Cajon, CA
Roland & Peggy Hansen, Elk Horn, IA
Verlan & Helga Hanson, Blair, NE
Steven Hoifeldt, Ames, IA
Adelee Hoverson, Pine Grove, CA
Lis Ingerslev, Upland, CA
DeVerne & Gwen Jacobsen, Grants Pass, 

OR
Warren & Gudrun Jacobsen, Elk Horn, IA
Donita Jacques, Fountain Inn, SC
Joan Jensen, St. Louis, MO
Torben Jensen, Beverly Hills, FL
Ada Jeppesen, Pomona, CA
David Johnson, Ocheyedan, IA
Marlys Johnson, Bettendorf, IA
Carl & Margaret Jorgensen, Fort Collins, 

CO
Harvey & Virginia Jorgensen, Springfield, 

MO
Karen Jorgensen, West Concord, MN
Natalie Juhl, Edina, MN
Robert Karstensen, Marengo, IL
Gary & Judy Kastrup, Omaha, NE
Niels & Helle Kastrup, Houston, TX
Lena Keithahn, Minneapolis, MN
Kessler Funeral Homes, Audubon, IA
Ruth Kinch, Peoria, AZ
William & Joyce King, Clinton, IA
Paul & Margit Kjeldbjerg, Prospect 

Heights, IL
Carole Knaub, Houston, TX

Chris Kofoed, West Branch, IA
George & Christine Landbo, Gilbert, AZ
Albert & Carol Larsen, Milwaukee, WI 
Carl & Evelyn Larsen, Albert Lea, MN
Philip & Florence Larsen, Blair, NE
Larsen’s Catering, Kimballton, IA
Paul & Carol Laursen, Crawfordsville, IN
Wilbur & Gloria Layton, White  City, OR
Flemming Leicht, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Catherine Jo Lillehoj, Des Moines, IA
Kenneth Lind, Waterloo, IA
Ronald & Barbara Lund-Jones, Elk Horn, 

IA
Else Martin, Moss Point, MS
Elvira McCarty, Great Falls, MT
Karen McCay, Tulsa, OK
Gaylen & Myrna McDonald, Kalamazoo, 

MI
*Claude & Alma Metzler, Evanston, IL
John Molgaard, Iowa City, IA
Peter Molgaard, Atlantic, IA
Tage & Else Mortensen, Bonner Springs, 

KS
Leona Mulholland-Whitty, Belmond, IA
James Neate, Ocala, FL
Don Nelsen, Omaha, NE
Franklin Nielsen, Lansing, KS
Lori Nielsen, Blair, NE
Russell & Wanda Nielsen, Cedar Falls, IA
Ruth Nielsen, Omaha, NE
Roger & Marcella Olesen, Waterloo, IA
Norman Oleson, Cedar Falls, IA
James & Elizabeth Olsen, Corona del 

Mar, CA
Marian Olsen, Chicago, IL
Norma & Albert Opperman, Ralston, NE
William & Norma Ottesen, Waterloo, IA
Duane & Anna Pedersen, Ames, NE
Kenneth & Loetta Pedersen, Hardy, NE
Leroy  & Clara Pedersen, Elk Horn, IA
Dean Petersen, Ames, IA
Merle & Norma Petersen, Audubon, IA
Raymond Petersen, Aurora, NE
Svend & Grethe Petersen, Bloomington, 

MN
Jan Pientok, St. Francis, WI
Ronald & Kathy Pigg, Omaha, NE
Kurt & Ruth Ploger, Lincoln City, OR
William Reamy, Rochester, NY
Tom & Judy Rine, Omaha, NE
Irene Schmidt, Audubon, IA
Bud & Marianne Shaffer, Omaha, NE
Shirley Shiffler, Des Moines, IA
Everts & Beverly Sibbernsen, Omaha, NE
Harlan  & Clara Simonds, Harlan, IA
Arlie & Luella Skov, Santa Barbara, CA
Dick Soll, Elk Horn, IA
Paul  & Marie Sorensen, De Kalb, IL
Robert  & Nancy Sorensen, Lincoln, NE
Harold Stadsvold, Exira, IA
Ted & Barb Stenberg, Omaha, NE
Jahn & Karin Svendsen, Kingwood, TX
Dorothy Swensen, Carter Lake, IA
Temple Ner Maarav Sisterhood, Encino, 

CA
John & Barbara Thompson, St. Petersburg, 

FL
Mark & Mary Lou Thomsen, Shorewood, 

WI
Cozette Tietge, Eau Claire, WI
Karla Tinklenberg, Sunburg, MN
Tom & Phyllis Tucker, Corydon, IN
Asta Twedt, Ankeny, IA
Sonja Walker, Minneapolis, MN
Elsie Weddum, Elk Horn, IA
Bodil Wilson, Chicago, IL
Michael Winkler, Chicago, IL
Harold & Jean Wohl, Cedar Falls, IA

ORDER OF FANø
Contributing Members • $20-$49

Marian Ackerman, Princeton, IL
Erica Agesen, Medford, OR
LeRoy & Sharlene Albertsen, Carroll, IA

Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, 
IN

Alma Dorothy Andersen, St Paul, MN
Annette Andersen, Kimballton, IA
Arlo & Margaret Andersen, Omaha, NE
Doreen Andersen, Felton, CA
Erik & Anna Andersen, Parkville, MO
Hans & Louise Andersen, Minneapolis, 

MN
Harvey Andersen, Carroll, IA
Henning & Alice Andersen, Hope, ND
Julie Andersen, Madison, WI
Leonard  & Charlotte Andersen, Sioux 

City, IA
Roger & Joan Andersen, Ames, IA
Weldon & Merete Andersen, Abilene, TX
Andrew & Ann Anderson, Hays, KS
Darrell & Milda Anderson, Osceola, WI
Paul Anderson, Napa, CA
Agnes Assink, Cedar Falls, IA
Leland & Mary Avery, Selma, CA
Paul & Inger Bach, San Francisco, CA
Jana Barnes, Willow Grove, PA
Jim & Ann Bartlett, Eldridge, IA
Mary Baysdorfer, Atascadero, CA
Joyce Beasley, Altoona, IA
Mary Beckman, Waupaca, WI
John & Jane Beekman, Muncie, IN
Harriet Beeson, Raymore, MO
Harold & Alice Benson, Leawood, KS
Jeanette Best, Urbandale, IA
Arlene Blair, Napa, CA
Hugo & Mary Ann Block, Stephenville, 

TX
Terry & Diane Bolling, Eagan, MN
Carl Bonnesen, Elk Horn, IA
Dwight & Helen Bos, Omaha, NE
Keith & Janice Bowman, Des Moines, IA
Edith Brakken, Montevideo, MN
Gunter & Jane Brakner, Bemidji, MN
Ed & Constance Bro, Katy, TX
Ronald & Mary Bro, Parkersburg, IA
Lynn Broeder, St. Louis, MO
Elaine Brostrom, Saint Peter, MN
Ken & Bernie Brown, Raleigh, NC
Margie Brown, Seal Beach, CA
Karen Bruun, Bellingham, WA
June Buchan, 
Ronald & Ellen Burke, McGregor, MN
Raymond & Shirley Burkett, Des Moines, 

IA
Jens & Marylou Busch, Austin, TX
Ramon Cagley, Wahpeton, ND
Bill & Judy Campfield, Ankeny, IA
Lissie Carino, Stuart, FL
Kay Carlson, Fargo, ND
Christian & Cecily Castenskiold, Rancho 

Santa Fe, CA
Evelyn Chartier, Brush, CO
Marie Chobot, Riverside, IL
Carlo & Barbara Christensen, Glendale, 

CA
Caroline Christensen, Chicago, IL
Don & Annegrethe Christensen, Tucson, 

AZ
Don & Gina Christensen, Council Bluffs, 

IA
Doris Christensen, Audubon, IA
Eleanor Christensen, Iowa Falls, IA
Herb & Brenda Christensen, Elk Horn, IA
Irene Christensen, Audubon, IA
James Christensen, Glendale, CA
Kurt & Susan Christensen, Verona, WI
Lamont & Lois Christensen, Elk Horn, IA
LaVon & Nancy Christensen, Kirkman, IA
Mathilda Christensen, Elk Horn, IA
Preben & Claire Christensen, St. Louis, 

MO
Raymond Christensen, Westminster, CO        
Tim & Terri Jo Christensen, Moline, IL
Virgil & Joyce Christensen, Harlan, IA
Elmer & Aileen Christenson, Centennial, 

CO
Russell & Dorothy Christesen, Destin, FL
Carol Christiansen, West Des Moines, IA
Esther Christiansen, Greensboro, NC

Monty & Connie Christiansen, State 
College, PA

Sid & Delores Christiansen, Audubon, IA
John & Birgitte Christianson, Decorah, IA
Alfred & Nioma Clausen, Elk Horn, IA
Judy Clem, Ames, IA
Frank Clement, Allyn, WA
Michael & Carla Clifford, Lancaster, OH
Elna Cobb, Grand Rapids, MN
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Conradsen, Roswell, GA
Connie Cook, Westminster, CO
Harold & Janice Cozad, Simi Valley, CA
Karin Cullman, Sun City, AZ
Patricia Curkendall, Kirkland, WA
Colette Custer, Plentywood, MT
Linda Czarnecki, Papillion, NE
Orval & Dorothy Dahl, Albuquerque, NM
Lyle Damgaard, Panama City Beach, FL
Norman & Lola Danielsen, Randolph, KS
Danish American Society of Dallas/Fort 

Worth, TX
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #56, Overland 

Park, KS
Danish Brotherhood Lodge, Homewood, IL
Danish Old Settlers Society, Hoffman 

Estates, IL
Danish Sisterhood Lodge #4, Chicago, IL
Danish Sisterhood Lodge #20, Kenosha, 

WI
Ruth Dannehl, Watseka, IL
Allan & Lynda Davis, New York, NY
Grover & Rosalie Davis, Audubon, IA
Marie Davis, Wayzata, MN
Laurice & Agnes DeLaurant, Fresno, CA
Jack & Eileen Denne, Atlantic, IA
Delores Dickson, Moorhead, IA
Larry & Jane Dodds, Granite Bay, CA
Dorrell Doolittle, Story City, IA
Dale Eiler, Inman, NE
Per & Marilyn Eliasen, Aurora, CO
Norman Enhorning, Queensbury, NY
Cecelia & Richard Enright, Austin, MN
Harlan Erickson, Albert Lea, MN
Niel & Betty Eskildsen, Bull Shoals, AR
Millie Eskov, Elk Horn, IA
Roger & Jytte Essenburg, Fountain Hills, 

AZ
David & Charlee Evans, Tempe, AZ
Ethel Hartmann Falk, Inverness, FL
Spencer & Lilia Fallgatter, Tucson, AZ
Edith Jensen Farnham, Hastings, NE
Peter Festersen, Omaha, NE
Anne Fisker, St. Anthony Village, MN
Dean & Julie Flesner, Bloomington, IL
Elsie Floerchinger, Des Moines, IA
Elwyn Fonk, Kenosha, WI
Evelyn Franklin, St. Paul, MN
Mabel Fredrickson, Elk Horn, IA
Kristine Fries, Atlantic, IA
Charlotte Gabelhaus, Omaha, NE
David & Sandra Gardner, Walworth, NY
Grethe Gauger, Waterloo, IA
Margaret Gee, West Des Moines, IA
Richard Giberson, Waukesha, WI
Florence Glover, Austin, MN
James & Terree Gomer, Edwardsville, KS
Gerda Gomes, Vienna, VA
Carrie Jo Gordon, Taylor, TX
Audrey Green, Escondido, CA
Lowell & Esther Haahr, Newell, IA
Stanley Haahr, Storm Lake, IA
Lenore Hageman, Hinton, IA
Paul & Karen Haigh, Overland Park, KS
Mary Halbostad, Pleasant Grove, UT
Pauline Halverson, Lake Elmo, MN
Anna Hansen, Lake Villa, IL
Arthur & JoAnn Hansen, Council Bluffs, 

IA
Betty Hansen, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Bill & Margaret Hansen, Minneapolis, MN
Charles Hansen, Atlantic, IA
David & Margaret Jean Hansen, Ames, IA
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David & Val Jean Hansen, Bellevue, NE
Donna Hansen, Ceresco, NE
Edward & Lorna Hansen, Solvang, CA
Francis & Ruth Hansen, Satellite Beach, 

FL
Julie Hansen, Omaha, NE
Leroy Hansen, Fridley, MN
Lyle Hansen, Denver, CO
Margaret Hansen, El Cajon, CA
Maynard & Marion Hansen, Springfield, 

MO
Nikolas &Jean Hansen, Indianapolis, IN
Per & Milena Hansen, Fayetteville, NY
Svend & Alice Hansen, Glenview, IL
Thomas Hansen, Blair, NE
William Hansen, Kansas City, MO
Milan Hanson, Kansas City, MO
Edna Harkay, Fords, NJ
Gerda Hartwell, Clear Lake, IA
Bill & Gerry Hastrup, Fresno, CA
Anne Haugaard, Valley City, ND
Edwin & Joan Hays, Paramus, NJ
Gerry & Jill Henningsen, Littleton, CO
Harry Henriksen, Mahomet, IL
Finn & Alice Henriksen, Alexandria, VA
Judith Hill, Boise, ID
Elizabeth Hinkley, Mechanicstown, OH
Allan & Sue Hjelle, Elk Horn, IA
Alvina Hjortsvang, Council Bluffs, IA
Calvin & Phyllis Hoegh, Elk Horn, IA
Harold  & Lorraine Hoegh, Exira, IA
Kenneth & Mary Lou Hoegh, Atlantic, IA
Genevieve Hoiberg, Alexandria, VA
Mildred Holberg, Loveland, CO
Adela Holck, Lincoln, NE
Bjarne & Birgit Holm, Tulsa, OK
Trine Holm, 5000 Odense C, DK 
Gail & Marjorie Holmes, Omaha, NE
Jim & Judy Hopson, Ames, IA
Pamela Horne, Houston, TX
Curt & Jan Hougen, Modale, IA
Jens & Carol Houken, Houston, TX
Betty Hungerford, Milwaukie, OR
William & Virginia Hunter, Clarinda, IA
Michael Hustedde, Davenport, IA
Frances Hutto, San Antonio, TX
John Hyltoft, Churchville, VA
Barbara Irvin, Omaha, NE
David Jacobsen, Mill Valley, CA
Fred & Margret Jacobsen, Alden, MN
Ruth Jacobsen, Topeka, KS
Roger & Lois Jacobson, The Woodlands, 

TX
Donald Jensen, Hackensack, MN
Erik & Pat Jensen, Granger, IN
Ernst & Linda Jensen, Seattle, WA
Erving & Beverly Jensen, Lake St. Louis, 

MO
Glenn & Marjorie Jensen, Marion, IA
Gurli Jensen, Seattle, WA
Harris Jensen, Dallas, TX
Jackie Jensen, Harlan, IA
Jennifer Jensen, Omaha, NE
John  & Marion Jensen, Naperville, IL
Karl & Molly Jensen, Osage, IA
Marianne Jensen, Clinton, IA
Shirley Jensen, New Richland, MN
Leslie & Evelyn Johansen, Chippewa 

Falls, WI
Ray & Nancy Johnsen, Chapel Hill, NC
Agnes Johnson, Garden City, MI
Albert Johnson, North Aurora, IL
Bertha Johnson, Fontanelle, IA
Dagmar Johnson, Sioux Falls, SD
Doug & Janet Johnson, Des Moines, IA
Grace Johnson, Fox Point, WI
James Johnson, Talent, OR
Jo Anne Johnson, Fargo, ND
Lynn & Connie Johnson, Exira, IA
Niel & Verna Johnson, Independence, MO
Richard Johnson, Ames, IA

Terry Johnson, Saratoga, CA
Beverly Johnston, Owensboro, KY
Lillian Jones, Tucson, AZ
Anna Jordan, Sutherland, IA
Finn & Ramona Jorgensen, Mound, MN
Hans & Mary Jorgensen, Decorah, IA
Scott Jorgensen, Omaha, NE
Niels & Wilma Juel, Audubon, IA
Kathleen Juhl, Austin, TX
Philip & Jacqueline Juhl, Waverly, IA
Richard & Rita Juhl, Edina, MN
Sylvia Juhl, Omaha, NE
Karen Kadgihn, Eau Claire, WI
Arlene Keith, West Liberty, IA
Jim & Inga Keldsen, Walnut Creek, CA
Lorraine Kemmer, Saint Paul, MN
Ove & Edith Kilgren, Seattle, WA
Lillian Kinkennon, Harlan, IA
Leslie & Carol Kirkegaard, Ijamsville, MD
Andy & Fern Kissel, Elk Horn, IA
Juel Kjeldsen, Colorado Springs, CO
Roger & Mary Klopp, Le Mars, IA
Adolph & Lucille Kloth, Irvine, CA
Jan Knudsen, Overland Park, KS
Jan Rene & Kari Knudsen, Atlanta, GA
Clyde & Jean Knudson, Kimberling City, 

MO
Fred & Jeanette Kogge, Hastings, MI
Virginia Kraatz, Arroyo Grande, CA
Dale Kraig, Leonard, ND
Kenneth & Ione Kreamer, Kenosha, WI
Elva Kroeger, Chambersburg, PA
Clayton Krogh, Sylmar, CA
Duane & Carol Kropf, Kimballton, IA
Gilbert Lacey, Elk Horn, IA
Carmen Lamb, Onawa, IA
Phyllis Landsiedel, Minot, ND
Kirsten Langenskiold, Belvedere, CA
Jason Larche, Elk Horn, IA
Edith Larsen, Elk Horn, IA
Esther Larsen, Broomfield, CO
Paul & Beulah Larsen, Fremont, NE
Wendell & Irene Larsen, Elk Horn, IA
Natalie Larson, Hobe Sound, FL
Nita Larson, Harlan, IA
Karen Larsson, Pioneer, CA
Lorna Lauridsen, Ames, IA
Chris & Margaret Laursen, Sault Ste. 

Marie, MI
Margaret Laursen, Talent, OR
Ella Marie Lausen, Austin, MN
Lea Lautenschlager, Salem, VA
Noreen Leigan, Exira, IA
Arlene Leistad, Elk Horn, IA
Joyce Leslie, Saline, MI
Bernice Linden, Harlan, IA
Vernon & JoNelle Linnaus, Norfolk, NE
Loretta Litke, San Francisco, CA
Dennis & Sharon Littlejohn, Des Moines, 

IA
Duane & Jeanette Lubkeman, Hampton, IA
Raymond & Gertrude Ludvigsen, 

Glenwood, IL
Eeda Lumley, Oregon, WI
Anthony & Jennifer Lund, Murray, UT
Dorothy Lund, Omaha, NE
Howard & Violet Lund, Cedar Falls, IA
Kirsten Lundgren, Des Moines, IA
Aage & Tove Lundquist, Alameda, CA
Gene & Inger Lutz, Cedar Falls, IA
Carl & Lois Madsen, Buffalo, WY
Edwin & Henriette Madsen, Cedar Falls, 

IA
Eiwind  & Leta Madsen, Elk Horn, IA
Robert & Mabel Madsen, Elk Horn, IA
Iona Maier, Davenport, IA
Clay Marcusen, Kansas City, MO
Leslie & Aveline Marks, Omaha, NE
Susan Marquesen, Pittsburgh, PA
Ralph & Selma Mathiesen, Audubon, IA
Liss Matthews, Georgetown, TX
Diana Mc Griff, Des Moines, IA
Ardis McAfee, Eau Claire, WI
John & Susan McClain, Greenwood, IN
Cheryl McCloskey, Urbandale, IA
Patrick & Suzanne McCoy, Lincoln, NE

Cynthia McKeen, St Paul, MN
Mary McPherson, Luverne, MN
Lester & Helene Melby, Minneapolis, MN
Terry & Ellen Mendenhall, Pittsburg, KS
Godan & Florence Meng, Lopez Island, 

WA
Mermaid Gift Shop, Kimballton, IA
Margaret Metcalf, Houston, TX
Martin & Ruth Metzon, Seattle, WA
Gary & Pauline Michels, Estherville, IA
Alvin Mikkelsen, Coon Rapids, IA
Helga Mikkelsen, Waverly, IA
Wilson & Lenore Mikkelsen, Guthrie 

Center, IA
Don & Barbara Miller, Hutchinson, KS
Donna Miller, Harlan, IA
Gayle & Margie Miller, Valentine, NE
Gordon Miller, Brayton, IA
Marilyn Miller, Lewis, IA
Michael & Suzanne Miller, Farmington, 

VT
Roger & Clarice Miller, Bellevue, NE
William Miller, Bloomington, IL
Velma Moen, Austin, MN
Bruce & Julie Molen, Auburn, WA
J. D. Molgaard, Alameda, CA
Steve & Michelle Mores, Harlan, IA
Jean Morrissey, Montezuma, IA
Olga Morse, Tulsa, OK
Inez Mortensen, Omaha, NE
Katheryn Mullins, Solvang, CA
Inge Nagata, Littleton, CO
Rita Nash, Phoenix, AZ
David & Judith Nealson, Lone Tree, IA
Theron Nealson, Monticello, IA
Mitch & Jill Neaves, Sterling, VA
James & Sybil Needham, Tucson, AZ
Don Nelsen, Omaha, NE
Andrew Nelson, Story City, IA
Brenda Nelson, Atlantic, IA
Leland & Beverly Nelson, Atlantic, IA
LeRoy Nelson, Atlantic, IA
Martin & Shirley Nelson, Elk Horn, IA
Glenn & Helen Neve, Spencer, IA
Gladys Nichols, Greenfield, IA
Judith Nicols, Urbandale, IA
Gail & Nancy Nielsen, Fremont, NE
George & Lois Nielsen, Rapid City, SD
Herbert & Shirley Nielsen, Minden, NE
James & Darlene Nielsen, Neola, IA
Johannes & Marie Jaeger Nielsen, Solvang, 

CA
Lisa Nielsen, Ringgold, GA
Louis Nielsen, Seattle, WA
Thomas & Zita Nielsen, Solvang, CA
Kai Nirell, Houston, TX
Lanny Nissen, Lincoln, NE
Merle Nylen, North Barrington, IL
Dick & Elinor Olsen, Elk Horn, IA
Donald & Barbara Olsen, Rochester, MN
Dorothea Olsen, Clinton, IA
Erik & Carol Olsen, Hyde Park, VT
Wayne Olsen, Helena, MT
William & Ruth Olsen, Warren, MI
Kenneth Olson, Cedar Falls, IA
Wendy Olson, Apple Valley, MN
Olga Opfell, Torrance, CA
Duane & Karolyn Ortgies, Elk Horn, IA
Erling & Henny Overgaard, Tulsa, OK
Clifford & Helen Parker, Omaha, NE
Delmar & Betty Patterson, Atlantic, IA
Chris Paulsen, Grand Island, NE
Katherine Pearson, Denver, CO
Vivian Pedersen, Newell, IA
Carl & Anna Pedersen, 5970 Aeroskobing, 

DK
Donald & Audrey Pedersen, Pea Ridge, AR
Eleanor Pedersen, Peru, IL
Frances Madelle Pedersen, San Fernando, 

CA
Gerald Pedersen, Valley City, ND
Paul &  Marolyn Pedersen, Kodiak, AK
Lillian Pelto, Fairfax, CA
Pemstar, Rochester, MN
Isabel Pesek, Ames, IA
Alice Petersen, Park Ridge, IL

Emery & Mabel Petersen, Elk Horn, IA
Gary & Linda Marcusen Petersen, 

Clearfield, UT
Helen Petersen, Atlantic, IA
Lyle & Wava Petersen, Elk Horn, IA
Mae Petersen, Harlan, IA
Marjorie Petersen, Kimballton, IA
Martha Petersen, Luck, WI
Russell & Pat Petersen, Harlan, IA
William & Marlene Petersen, Omaha, NE
Herbert & Doris Peterson, Homewood, IL
Wayne & Marveleen Peterson, 

Minneapolis, MN
Mary Phillips, Council Bluffs, IA
Wayne & Suzanne Pierson, South El 

Monte, CA
La Veda Pine, Anita, IA
Rod & Ingrid Place, Ames, IA
James & Esther Plambeck, Beaman, IA
Helen Prall, Carlisle, IA
Joan Prather, Lake Quivira, KS
George Prothro, Tulsa, OK
Rodney & Christi Putnam, Council Bluffs, 

IA
Doug Raichle, Lawrenceville, NJ
Don & Charlotte Rasmussen, Earlham, IA
Gary & Mary Rasmussen, Fairfax, VA
Inger Rasmussen, Bensenville, IL
Kent & Lela Rasmussen, Grinnell, IA
Donna Rector, Norfolk, NE
David & Marjorie Reerslev, Junction City, 

OR
Russell & Idella Richardson, Ames, IA
Roy & Betty Roed, Burt, IA
Werner & Anna Ronne, Salt Lake City, UT
Annemarie & Arne Rosengreen, Los Altos 

Hills, CA
John & Gudrun Rosenkrands, Waterford, 

MI
Beth Rosenquist, Omaha, NE
Esther Rossman, Boone, IA
Merle Rounds, Council Bluffs, IA
Robert & JoAnn Rubel, Kellogg, IA
Pauline Sandholdt, Kirkland, AZ
Stephen & Helen Sawtell, Omaha, NE
**Ejlif Schmidt, Mission, KS
Ron & Ardyce Schmidt, Garland, TX
Agnita Schreiber, Hagerstown, MD
Lori Schultz, Harlan, IA
Oriette Schultz, Marshall, MN
Eleanor Schwarz, Clinton, IA
Barbara Shelstrom, Lancaster, WI
Norma Shirck, Omaha, NE
Heidi & Fred Shoemaker, Mankato, MN
Steven & Jill Sicheneder, Wyoming, MN
Egon & Alice Simonsen, Elk Horn, IA
Helen Simpkins, Indianola, IA
Alan & Yvonne Skouby, Carmel, IN
Blase Smith, Elk Horn, IA
Delmar Smith, Little Canada, MN
LaVerne & Joyce Smith, Elk Horn, IA
Margit Smith, Horse Shoe, NC
Kandy Snider, Elk Horn, IA
Solvang Heritage Association, Solvang, CA
Jack & Laura Sorensen, Grand Island, NE
Kurt Sorensen, Aars, DK
Lawrence & Anna Marie Sorensen, 

Omaha, NE
Lois Sorensen, Bloomington, IL
Richard & Carol Sorensen, Kansas City, 

MO
Clair & Marilee South, Cumberland, IA
John Steen, Elk Horn, IA
Laura Steffensen, Audubon, IA
Poul & Elie Steffensen, Omaha, NE
Shirley & Willis Stelter, Moorhead, MN
Dawn Strehle, Kimballton, IA
Barbara Struckman, Surfside Beach, SC
Gayle Stuart, Walnut, IA
Holger and Elin Stub, Philadelphia, PA
Evelyn Stumme, Waterloo, IA
Barbara Sullivan, Fort Collins, CO
Dean & Julie Summers, Gibson City, IL
Barry & Marianne Swanson, Littleton, CO
Charles & Jean Sweningsen, Boulder City, 
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Donors . . .
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NV
Bill & Irene Switzer, Ames, IA
Ila & Donald Tallmadge, Zephyrhills, FL
Pete Tallman, Atlantic, IA
Linda Tellefsen, Brooklyn Park, MN
The Scandinavian Association of Greater Kansas City, MO
Howard & Ardell Thompson, Atlantic, IA
Ralph & Carol Thompson, Avoca, IA
Tom & Helle Thompson, Kansas City, MO
Alan & Lorene Thomsen, Fremont, NE
Richard & Mary Tollund, St. Anthony, MN
Mike & Lis Trent, Avondale, AZ
Kenneth & Jeanie Truelsen, West Lafayette, IN
Arabelle Turner, Lake City, IA
Christopher Tyndall, St. Paul, MN
Verner Utke-Ramsing, Alexandria, VA
Leona Vaughan, Yuma, AZ
Charlene Villars, Minden, NE
Virginia Vincent, Eugene, OR
Gerda Wallace, Kansas City, MO
Henry & Mardell Walter, Elk Horn, IA
Cora Weddle, Petaluma, CA
Jean Welch, Cedar Falls, IA
Terry & Lila Wendelboe, Spirit Lake, IA
Bill & Birgit Werth, Evanston, IL
Henrietta Wheeler, Des Moines, IA
Mary Anne Widel, Savannah, MO
Anna Wieben, Reinbeck, IA
Dr. and Mrs. Dwain Wilcox, Atlantic, IA
Richard & Mildred Wilcox, Cherry Hill, NJ
Thomas Williamsen, Littleton, CO
Janelle Willis, Aplington, IA
Joy Wood, Granby, MO
Alvie & Katherine Young, Ames, IA
Mary  & Stanley Zellmer, Atlantic, IA
Agnes Zimmerline, Adair, IA

** Deceased

The America Letter: 
Published Three Times a Year
Available through annual membership in 
The Danish Immigrant Museum. Contact the 
Museum for membership levels and benefits. 

P.O. Box 470, 2212 Washington, Elk 
Horn, Iowa 51531
712-764-7001, 1-800-759-9192
FAX 712-764-7002

Rick Burns, Editor 
Museum staff writers:

Marnell Fox, Barbara Hansen,
Connie Johnson, Barbara Lund-Jones,

Joyce Petersen
Photographers: Museum Staff

 We have just completed one of the 
busiest summers in the Museum’s his-
tory. The Museum is moving forward 
in exciting and positive ways. Your 
support has been, and continues to be, 
key to the unfolding of this wonderful 
project we call The Danish Immigrant 
Museum. We hope you feel that The 
Danish Immigrant Museum is your 
museum and that you feel a part of 
the wonderful things happening at the 
Museum. With your continued support 
and enthusiasm, the Museum will be 
able to accomplish so much more in 
bringing to life the contributions of 
Danish Americans.
 In April 2002, the Museum will 
unveil an exhibit dealing with the 
Danes on the Northern Plains covering 
the states of North and South Dakota, 
Montana and Wyoming. This is an op-
portunity for everyone who may have 
family from this area to contribute to 
the research for this exhibit. If you 
have histories or artifacts from this re-
gion of the country, please contact our 
curatorial department. These exhibits 
not only aid in our research for the 
exhibit, but also allow us to extend our 
research and collection holdings. This 
is a way to make a significant contri-
bution to the Museum.
 We are also excited about the 

Director’s Corner
2002 Confer-
ence, which 
the Museum is 
co-sponsoring. 
This conference, 
dealing with post 
World War II 
immigration to 
North America, 
will be an excit-
ing event. The 
conference will 
be both academic and non-academic in 
nature, so there should be something 
for every interest.
 The Museum continues to move 
forward, however, costs also increase. 
In addition, we are continuing to find 
more ways to expand the programs 
and events offered by the Museum. We 
encourage you to consider increasing 
your annual contribution or making an 
additional contribution to the Museum. 
 We appreciate all of your contribu-
tions to the Museum. 

 The following is a current list of The Danish 
Immigrant Museum’s Board of Directors:
Halvor Strandskov (President),
 Alexandria, VA   
John Molgaard (Vice-President),
 Atlantic, IA
Marilyn Andersen Gift (Secretary),
 Des Moines, IA
Clark Mathisen (Treasurer), Omaha, NE
Dennis Andersen, Atlanta, GA
Harold Berg, Ogden, IA 
Egon Bodtker, Salem, OR
Thomas Christensen, Bettendorf, IA
Marie Meilandt Dahlman, Loma Rica, CA
Anne-Marie Douglas, Chicago, IL
William Holmquist, Long Lake, MN
Vern Hunter, Fargo, ND
Joy Ibsen, Trout Creek, MI
Ellen Jackson Westergaard, Whiting, IA 
Lee Gregersen Jensen, Pleasant Grove, UT 

Torben Jeppesen, Odense, Denmark
Margaret Johnson, Santa Clara, CA 
Carol Jorgensen, Dike, IA
Katrine Vange Keller, Wilmette, IL
Peter Kelly, Middle Haddam, CT
Bent Lerno, Simi Valley, CA
Norma Lange Nelson, Elk Horn, IA
John Mark Nielsen, Blair, NE
Tom Rosen, Fairmont, MN
Janet M. Thuesen, Falls Church, VA

Ex-Officio Non-Voting Board Members
Dennis Larson, Decorah, IA 
Charles Frederiksen, Ames, IA

Board of Directors
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 How many roles can one person fill 
when putting on a play? An unusual 
example would be those filled by Fern 
Kissel who was very instrumental in 
making “Number the Stars” the fine 
performance it was this summer. Besides 
playing the part of Mrs. Rosen, Fern took 
on the tasks of stage manager, rounding 
up props and costumes and telephoning 
cast and crew regarding practices. This 
generous commitment of Fern’s time 
amounted to over 200 hours. 
 Fern Paulsen Kissel was born and 
raised in Omaha, Nebraska. Fern at-
tended South High School in Omaha, 
Nebraska. Following graduation, Fern 
married, had two children and was em-
ployed by Children’s Hospital in supply 
and then the pharmacy. In l984 Fern 
moved to Alabama after she became re-
acquainted with a long-time childhood 
friend with whom she had corresponded 
throughout the years. 
 Fern and Andy Kissel were married in 
Alabama. Although her “whole experi-
ence in Alabama was a good experience” 
where she made many close friends, 
Fern “longed “ to come back to her 
family. Her mother was in poor health 
which sped up her return to “the frozen 
tundra”. Between the two of them, Fern 
and Andy have six children and four 
grandchildren.
 Because Andy did not wish to live 
in the city, they started looking in the 
Avoca area. The real estate agent found 
“exactly what they were looking for” 
west of Elk Horn. With the move, Fern 
was also looking to change career direc-
tions. She had always been interested in 
history and heard that there was a “fine 
museum” in Elk Horn. She put in an ap-
plication. No positions were immediately 
available at that time, so Fern worked at 
CCM hospital in the pharmacy until a 
position at the Museum was advertised 

a few months later. Fern began as a part-
time collections assistant at The Danish 
Immigrant Museum. When it became a 
full-time position, she moved to assistant 
registrar. Fern was an employee of The 
Danish Immigrant Museum for 2 1/2 
years.
 Though no longer employed by the 
Museum, Fern remains very involved 
and dedicated to promoting the mu-
seum and it’s projects. She volunteers 
as a front desk greeter and her husband, 
Andy, volunteers in the Family History 
and Genealogy Center. Fern has recently 
taken on a new role as chairperson of the 
Performing and Visual Arts Guild. This 
guild was begun to help support existing 
community events and to promote new 
experiences in the arts in the area. Thank 
you, Fern, for all that you do to support 
and promote the Museum!

 One of the most frequently asked 
questions at the Museum is “What and 
who is a member?” The most obvious 
and simple answer is that a member is 
the Museum’s most important asset. 
However, a better answer includes an 
explanation of “why” a member is so 
valuable to the Museum.
 A  member is defined as an indi-
vidual, couple, business, or organization 
that makes annual contributions to the 
Museum in the amount of $20 or more. 
In February 2000 the Board of Directors 
recommended establishing a new set of 
membership designations for recognition 
purposes. Earlier this year the Board ap-
proved a new Membership Policy that 
incorporates the definition and designa-
tions and sets out certain procedures 
that we in the Development Office have 
implemented. Among these procedures 
is the regular reporting of contributions 
in the America Letter so that each mem-
ber receives proper recognition of their 
dedication to the Museum on a timely 
basis. 
 In reality, answering the question 
concerning “why” a member is our most 
valued asset is simple also. Members 
are those without whom we would not 
have a Museum. Through annual giving 
that includes contributions, memorials, 
honorariums, matching gifts, and spe-
cial need donations and gifts in kind, 
members continue to be, and always 
will be, the primary source of funding 
of the annual operating budget. With-
out a continuous stream of support, the 
Museum’s Curatorial Department would 
be unable to care for the thousands of 
artifacts entrusted to the Museum for 
safekeeping, display, and interpreta-
tion through exhibits. The Museum’s 
educational and cultural activities that 
heighten awareness of the history, arts, 
cultural traditions, and achievements 
of Danes and Danish Americans would 
cease. The valuable work of the Family 
History and Genealogy Center would be 
severely limited. And no longer would 
the maintenance and care of the Mu-
seum’s property and collections and all 
other general operating necessities that 

Notes from 
Development

Volunteer 
spotlight

– continued on page 16
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range from lighting, temperature control, 
salaries, and supplies, to maintaining 
amenities that insure your visits to the 
Museum are pleasant and memorable, 
be possible. 
 Articles in this issue of the America 
Letter focus on several new opportunities 
for members to support the Museum. 
One of these is The Holger Danske 
Endowment Fund that offers friends 
of the Museum the opportunity to help 
insure the long-term viability of the 
Museum despite economic downturns, 
inflation, and events that may present 
budgetary challenges. However, the 
income generated from the endowment 
will only enhance annual giving and the 
ability of the Museum to function and 
grow. Regardless of eventual size, the 
endowment will never replace our need 
for members and annual contributions.
 Two special short-term opportuni-
ties exist to further the development 

Development . . .
– continued from page 15

of the Museum. The memorial fund 
for Andy Andersen will help continue 
development of the Lower Level Visual 
Storage Facility. In addition, the drive to 
furnish and equip the Family History and 
Genealogy Center in its new location is 
the opportunity to further enhance the 
services the Museum provides. These 
are special short-term opportunities that 
will be met because our members care.
 Every contribution whether small 
or large is equally important. We at the 
Museum know each contribution repre-
sents a sacrifice on the part of a member. 
The fact that they come from the hearts 
of those who feel a responsibility to 
continue to preserve and tell the story 
of their Danish ancestors and maintain 
the rich traditions and culture of their 
Danish heritage is most gratifying. It 
is the friendship you offer that makes 
you—our members—the most important 
asset the Museum has.

Marnell Fox

Staff
Rick Burns ......................Executive Director,
 dkdir@metc.net
Barb Hansen ....................Secretary, dksec@metc.net
Jennifer Winters ..............Bookkeeper, dkbk@metc.net
Barbara Lund-Jones ........Curator, dkcur@metc.net
Deb Larsen ......................Collections Assistant
Marnell Fox .....................Development Director,
 dkdev@metc.net
Janice Goettsche. .............Museum Shop,
 dkgift@metc.net
Joyce Petersen .................Volunteer Coordinator
Connie Johnson ...............Volunteer Coordinator
Roger Mikkelsen .............Grounds/Maintenance
Tim Fredericksen ............Custodian


