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Why “AMeriCA letter?”
Letters that were written by immigrants to family and friends back in Denmark are called “America 
letters” by historians. These letters are often given credit for influencing people to come to America, 

because they were full of details of how good life was here. We call our magazine America Letter 
because we also want to tell the good news about the museum and encourage people to join us!
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Dear members and friends,

After many unforgettable 
moments with the museum of 
Danish America, i have chosen 
to resign from my position as its 
executive director. i have learned 
an incredible amount about the 
ongoing influence of Denmark in 
America, and i would not trade 
this wonderful experience for 
anything. ultimately, however, i’ve 
found myself missing the library 
profession that i was trained for, 
and that i now look forward to 
transitioning back into. 

i am very proud of having had the 
chance to serve this museum.  
 
on a more festive note: Danes 
are not known for excessive 
bragging, but, having obtained 
my u.s. citizenship recently, i 
feel like i have earned the formal 
credentials to brag a bit about our 
staff and the two years i have had 
the pleasure of working with them.  
 
our Albert ravenholt curator of 
Danish-American culture, tova 
brandt, continues to excel as 
a curator, educator, and grant 
writer. she did an excellent job 
updating our core exhibit last year 
to encompass a broader narrative, 
adding more personal immigrant 
stories and faces to our walls, 
and she recently ensured that our 
museum became an iowa cultural 
Leadership partner. her recent 
exhibit in our Kramme Gallery, 
Denmark — America’s Smallest 
and Biggest Ally, received much 
positive feedback. 

one of my fondest memories was 
visiting with two Danish veterans 
from the Wounded Warriors 
organization who attended 
our opening in elk horn. they 
received a warm welcome in 
our community, and, during a 
reception, former museum board 
member harold Jensen presented 
them with an American flag. To us, 
it was the ideal way to celebrate 
the long-standing, unbroken 
diplomatic relationship between 
Denmark and the u.s. and to 
honor those who served―and 
sacrificed―for the values our 
countries share.  
  
Last year, we achieved 
accreditation by the American 
Alliance of museums. this was a 
team effort led by our curator of 
collections and registrar, Angela 
stanford. Angela did such a good 
job that the American Alliance of 
museums subsequently asked her 
to become a reviewer herself. 

Angela also procured a grant 
that allowed us to hire cheyenne 
Jansdatter as our Archival 
collections manager. cheyenne 
is doing important work 
consolidating our archives, and 
we hope to secure another grant 
so that she can begin to process 
the comprehensive Danish 
sisterhood collection, of which 
we were granted stewardship in 
2016. 
 

in your hands you hold the 
America Letter, itself a testament 
to the dedication and great 
taste of our communications 
specialist, nicky christensen, 
as well as a physical reminder 
that membership to the museum 
of Danish America is a premium 
package―even for those of you 
unable visit us in elk horn. nicky 
has significantly grown our social 
media presence and entertains us 
all with her witty and informative 
posts. 

Another top-notch publication is 
our new catalog that you should 
have recently received in the 
mail. thanks to our Design store 
manager, nan Dreher, our Design 
store is the ideal place to do your 
christmas shopping―with our 
online store at danishmuseum.org 
being a close second.  
 
thanks to a generous donation 
by former board member Dennis 
Andersen, we now own our 
Genealogy center on main street 
in elk horn. the Genealogy 
center manager, Kara mcKeever, 
and Genealogy Assistant Wanda 
sornson make great ancestral 
detectives, connecting our 
members to their heritage, and 
they have an endless supply 
of great and touching personal 
stories from Danish immigrants. if 
you want to learn more about your 
own Danish-American roots, get 
in touch and get started.  
 

director’s corner

By
Rasmus
Thøgersen 
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behind the scenes, down in the 
machine room, our bookkeeper, 
Jenni Winters, and facilities 
manager, tim frederiksen, put in 
the extra effort every time to make 
sure that all the numbers add up 
and that everything is running 
smoothly and looking great. (if 
you ever ask tim about the Great 
sewage pump Debacle of 2018, 
he may give you a tired look, but 
he should be proud of how well he 
handled it!)  
 
finally, i have to mention 
Administrative manager terri 
Johnson and Development 
manager Deb christensen Larsen. 
they do so much for us that it was 
hard to choose what to highlight, 
but, in the end, i would like to 
frame their contributions in the 
context of parties. here is what 
you need to know about these 
two: terri is the one orchestrating 
all our great parties in elk horn 
and around the country; she has 
the logistics down to a science 
for board meetings, tivoli fest, 
volunteer appreciation, sankt 
hans Aften, and more. 

Deb, on the other hand, is the 
one who attends other people’s 
parties. in her job as Development 
manager, she is a key part 
of our relationships with the 
rebild national park society 
and the many brotherhood and 
sisterhood lodges she frequents, 
among other groups. she turns 
æbleskiver with the best of them. 
You are very encouraged to reach 
out to us and learn more about 
how we can help enhance your 

Danish cultural event―be it with 
traveling exhibits, information, or 
our personal presence. We always 
love the invitation.

on the topic of parties and 
being grateful for the hosts: 
elsewhere in this America 
Letter, you can read more about 
an evening i was honored to 
co-host at the embassy of 
Denmark in Washington, D.c. 
with his excellency Lars G. 
Lose, Ambassador. the event 
was an indication of where our 
museum is going. our wonderful 
facility in iowa is meant to be 
the permanent repository of 
our material culture and our 
collections, while our exhibits, 
staff, and board members are 
nimble and flexible. Being the 
national museum means more 
than simply collecting objects 
from across the country; it 
means being present nationally, 
and i can hardly think of a more 
prestigious location for us to 
be than the embassy. With the 
impressive turnout we enjoyed, i 
am hopeful that we will be able to 
do something similar again in the 
future. 
 

As you will read in tova’s 
survey summary, the continuing 
preservation of our heritage is 
of critical importance to our 
members. to me, this museum, 
along with its collections and 
outreach, will always instill a 
sense of togetherness and 
belonging. this is why i, like all 
of you, will continue to be an 
advocate and cheerleader for the 
museum and its mission wherever 
i go. it has been an honor - and a 
lot of fun.  
 
none of what has been built or 
accomplished would have been 
possible without your ongoing 
support and trust in our museum. 
i want to thank you for that, not 
just as the executive director, 
but as a Danish American who is 
proud of his roots.  
 
i will leave you with yet another 
thing i am grateful for: in my 
extensive travels to visit all of you, 
i have enjoyed more open-faced 
sandwiches, frikadeller, akvavit 
and æbleskiver than i ever had in 
Denmark. everywhere the staff 
goes to represent the museum, 
we are met with a friendliness that 
has been a delight to experience. 
As a Dane traveling to meet other 
Danes, it’s nothing but hygge from 
coast to coast. thank you for that! 
 
Alt godt 
rasmus thøgersen

An executive director search committee has been formed under the direction of board president 
beth bro-roof. for details of the position requirements, visit www.danishmuseum.org/
employment/executive-director
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Thank you! earlier this spring 
we asked for your help with an 
audience survey, so that we 
could learn more about museum 
members, non-members, 
neighbors, visitors, and anyone 
else with a connection to the 
museum of Danish America. We 
heard from over 1,100 people - a 
wonderful response! We know 
there were a lot of questions, but 
we try to make the most of these 
surveys so that we don’t bug you 
too often. 

Who did we reach? 
the survey was distributed 
online through the museum’s 
e-newsletter and social media, 
generating a strong response from 
both members and non-members. 
in addition, paper versions of 
the survey were mailed to all 
members for whom the museum 
had no email address on file, and 
a number of lapsed members with 
no email addresses. overall, 55% 
were current members and 45% 
were not members.

we asked, and you answered
2018 AUdienCe sUrVey

What did we learn?

first of all, we learned that our 
audience is dedicated. this survey 
took an average of 12 minutes to 
complete, and most people who 
started the survey stuck it out to 
the end. Well done! 

notable data – things we knew, 
but now have numbers to 
describe:

•	 Less than 25% of our 
audience visits the 
museum at least once a 
year. many people who 
support the museum have 
never visited in person.

•	 Our audience identifies 
preservation and 
interpretation (sharing 
stories) as both the 
museum’s top strengths 
and the aspects of the 
museum most important 
to them, personally. 

•	 Among membership 
benefits, “supporting 
the museum’s mission” 
ranks on top with over 
67% selecting it as “very 
important.”

•	 there is a strong 
consensus that the 
museum “meets the 
needs of the community 
of Elk Horn” and “meets 
the needs of the national 
community of Danish 
America.”

•	 Less than 25% 
typically visit a museum 
accompanied by children 
or grandchildren.

•	 even among our 
audience, there is 
confusion between 
the museum of Danish 
America and the Danish 
Windmill. only 37% 
correctly responded that 
the Danish Windmill is 
nOt managed by the 
museum. 63% thought 
that it was or were unsure.

•	 our complete audience 
is slightly younger than 
our membership, but 
not by much. 75% of 
respondents are 60 
years old or above. 
49% are 70+. only 8% 
of respondents have a 
household with children 
under 18. 

By
Tova
Brandt
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surprises – things that made us 
feel good, or say “wow!” 

•	 Among those who have 
visited in person, 58% 
selected “completely 
satisfied” to describe their 
visit, with another 35% 
“quite satisfied.”

•	 When provided with a list 
of 30 words/phases and 
asked to select three that 
describe the museum, 
over 60% selected 
“Educational.” The next 
highest selections were 
“Valuable” (27%) and 
“Professional” (26%).

What do we do with this data?

the museum is always looking 
for the best way to connect with 
people all across the country, 
within the resources of time, 
staff, and finances available to 
us. the results of this survey help 
us evaluate where we are doing 
well and how we might improve in 
efficiency and effectiveness. We 
shared the results of this survey 
with the museum Assessment 
program and two peer reviewers 
who visited the museum in July; 
their recommendations will 
help inform the museum’s next 
strategic plan.

With members in nearly all 50 
states and visitors from around 
the world, the museum’s audience 
is diverse and dispersed. We aim 
to provide a welcoming, engaging 
experience for everyone, 
regardless of age or background. 
A comprehensive survey like this 
one helps us better understand 
how people interact with the 
museum, either in person or from 
a distance.

We have a tiny house but no windmill. 



8 museum of DAnish AmericA

01. Board president Beth Bro-Roof and John Roof of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, at the Phillips Collection tour of 
“Nordic Impressions” exhibit in Washington, D.C. 02. Lowell and Marilyn Kramme of Des Moines, Iowa
03. Anders Sand, left, and Peder Hansen 04. Annemarie Sawkins, Honorary Danish Consul for Wisconsin, and 
pianist Andrew Staupe at the Danish Embassy in Washington, D.C.

By
Rasmus
Thøgersen 
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on october 30, we tried 
something our museum has 
never done before. After months 
of planning, great Danes from all 
over the country descended on 
Washington, D.c. to participate in 
a benefit dinner for our next big 
exhibit, New Nordic Cuisine, at 
the residence of the Ambassador 
of Denmark to the united states, 
his excellency Lars G. Lose.

something new,  
something nordic

our evening began at the nearby 
phillips collection, where our 
guests were treated to a private 
tour of the Nordic Impressions 
exhibit by chief curator Klaus 
ottmann. We were then bused 
to the embassy for a cocktail 
before enjoying a violin and piano 
concert by hasse borup and 
Andrew staupe. they performed 
beautiful interpretations of works 
by the Danish composer carl 
nielsen. the following nordic-
inspired dinner was prepared by 
the renowned chef Jens fisker. 
After remarks, we were free to 
mingle, enjoy the fantastic setting, 
and discuss how we intend to 
make our next exhibit into a hit.

You will hear more about New 
Nordic Cuisine in future issues 
of the America Letter. for now, 
you simply need to know that this 
exhibit will be about more than 
just food – that it will appeal to 
our loyal audiences and potential 
new members alike, and that it 
is more ambitious in scope than 
any exhibit we have created 
before – which is why we’ve been 
experimenting with new ways to 
find the funds to make it happen.  
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05

07 08

05. Royal portraits stand on the Yamaha grand piano in the music room at the Danish Embassy in Washington, D.C.
06. MoDA board member Randy Ruggaard is interviewed by embassy press interns Julie Dahlgren Korr, left, and Pernille 
Schultz Kjær after dinner for MoDA’s “New Nordic Cuisine” project. 07. Laura, David, and Polly Hendee pose outside the 
Embassy. 08. From left, Embassy staff member Lone Hjortbak Kanaskie, Belgian Embassy Chef Dries Molkens, Danish 
Embassy Chef Jens Fisker, and Ambassador Lars G. Lose.

With this event, our museum 
wanted to accomplish two things. 
first, we wanted to have an 
impressive turnout at the embassy 
to show “official Denmark” how 
dedicated our friends can be in 
their support. that we can pull-off 
something like this shows that we 
are serious about being national 
in scope, and i cannot think of a 
better way for us to be present 
and visible than by attending 
an event at the Ambassador’s 
residence. Second, we naturally 
hoped that attendance at the 
event would inspire financial 
support of the exhibit.  
 

i am happy to report that we were 
very successful on both fronts. 
We had initially hoped that 40 
of our friends would make the 
trip, but, in the end, 78 people 
attended, and the invitees have, 
as of December 1, either donated 
or pledged $150,000 towards the 
exhibit!

being such a success, we 
consider this an inaugural event 
and hope to dream up more 
projects in the future that the 
official Danish representation 
in America will be willing to get 
behind and support in a similar 
way. 

We are so grateful to his 
excellency Lars G. Lose, 
Ambassador of Denmark to 
the united states, and to ms. 
ulla ronberg for agreeing to 
host our event and to the staff 
at the embassy for making it 
an enjoyable, impressive, and 
smooth experience. our own 
parties here in elk horn are 
– obviously - the best Danish-
American celebrations out there, 
but a dinner at the Ambassador’s 
private residence is a close 
second.

06
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09. MoDA board member Randy Ruggaard, left, and Rasmus Thøgersen 10. MoDA board members Anders Sand, left, and Randy 
Ruggaard read about Swedish painter Nils Dardel’s 1918 oil “The Dying Dandy’’ at the “Nordic Impressions” exhibit 11. Jens Fisker, 
executive chef for Danish ambassador Lars Lose, in his kitchen. 12. Tova Brandt describes MoDA’s “New Nordic Cuisine” project
13. Dessert 14. MoDA board members Peder Hansen of Omaha, left, and Randy Ruggaard of Hudson, Ohio, right.

12
11

14

13

museum of DAnish AmericA

10

if you want to learn more about 
New Nordic Cuisine and how you 
can support it, visit our website 
at www.danishmuseum.org/
nordic-cuisine/ or get in touch 
with our Albert ravenholt curator 
of Danish-American culture, tova 
brandt.

09
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events calendar
MUseUM  
VisitOr hOUrs
monday-friday 9 am – 5 pm
saturday 10 am – 5 pm
sunday noon – 5 pm

Business hours are
Monday-Friday 8 am – 5 pm

GeneAlOGy Center
4210 main street, po box 249
monday-friday 9 am – 5 pm
saturdays by appointment only

Research assistance appointments 
welcomed to 712.764.7008. 

BedsteMOr’s hOUse
2105 college street
Memorial day – labor day
1 pm – 4 pm 

AdMissiOn
museum members free  
with membership card
non-member Adults $5
children (ages 8-17) $2

Price includes one-day admission 
to Jens Dixen House, Jens Jensen 
Prairie Landscape Park, Genealogy 
Center, and Bedstemor’s House.  
 
All facilities are closed on New 
Years, Easter, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas.

PerfOrMAnCe: 
“AnGels And 
trOUBleMAkers” 
April 6 
professional storyteller pippa 
White presents the voices of 
those who advocated for social 
reform. 

PiAnO reCitAl: ViCtOr 
BOrGe leGACy AWArds
April 27
enjoy classical piano music 
performed by the talented winners 
of the Victor borge Legacy 
Awards. 

leCtUre: ViCtOriAn 
ChildhOOd in POPUlAr 
MUsiC
may 25 
social historian michael Lasser 
explores how the Victorian era 
viewed childhood, using popular 
songs to illustrate American 
culture of the time.

tiVOli fest 
may 25-26 
elk horn, iA

MidsUMMer 
June 22 
our annual celebration of 
Sankt Hans Aften (Danish-style 
midsummer) will be extra tasty as 
we open the new exhibition “New 
nordic cuisine.”

BrOWn BAG lUnCh 
PrOGrAMs 
All programs begin at 12 noon 
and are free to the public. Bring 
a lunch to enjoy! Beverages 
provided.

“the dAnish sOlUtiOn”
march 21
Documentary film about the 
rescue of Danish Jews in 1943

“treAsUres Of
the ArChiVes”
April 11
by cheyenne Jansdatter

“the histOry Of 
ChildhOOd in the 
rUrAl MidWest” 
may 16
by pamela riney-Kehrberg
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board of directors
meet in elk horn
October 17-20, 2018

If you would like to learn more about becoming a member of the board of directors, 
please contact us at the museum. 

By
Terri
Johnson

eXeCUtiVe MeMBers
President Beth Bro-Roof, Cedar 

Rapids, IA
Vice President Peder Hansen, Omaha, 

NE
Secretary Carolyn Larson, St. Paul, MN
Treasurer Karen Suchomel,
West Branch, IA

BOArd MeMBers
Anders Sand, Kansas City, MO 
Bente Ellis, San Jose, CA 
Bruce Bro, Phoenix, AZ 
Carl Steffensen, Houston, TX 
Carol Bassoni, Gilroy, CA 
Carol Svendsen, Denver, CO 
Connie Hanson, Glendora, CA 
Craig Molgaard, Little Rock, AR
David Esbeck, San Diego, CA 
David Hendee, Northfield, MN 
Eric Olesen, Racine, WI 
Gerry Henningsen, Monument, CO 
Glenn Henriksen, Armstrong, IA 
Karen Nielsen, Overland Park, KS 
Lars Matthiesen, Edmonds, WA 
Marnie Jensen, Nebraska City, NE 
Merlyn Knudsen, Elk Horn, IA 
Peter West, Denver, CO 
Randy Ruggaard, Hudson, OH 
Toni McLeod, Mesa, AZ 

eX-OffiCiO
Dennis Larson, Decorah, IA
John Mark Nielsen, Blair, NE
Kai Nyby, LaPorte, IN
Nils Jensen, Portland, OR

this past october board meeting 
was even busier than usual with 
the addition of a public event 
on the Wednesday preceding 
the official start of meetings. 
The museum was filled with a 
standing-room-only crowd of 
over 100 for the showing of 
the documentary, “The Danish 
solution” with a reception 
following. filmmaker Karen 
cantor was on-hand for a Q & 
A session as well. thanks to 
museum member Gracie Lernø 
for sponsoring this event in honor 
of her late husband and former 
board member, bent. 

i think the highlight of all the 
events was a dinner and a concert 
by Grammy-Award-winning jazz 
violinist mads tolling and Danish 
guitarist, Jacob fischer. the 
Kimballton Town Hall was filled 
to capacity for this extraordinary 
performance, sponsored by 
Lynette rasmussen, honorary 
consul, Kingdom of Denmark, 
Des moines, iowa.

As we welcomed seven new 
board members, we also said 
farewell and thank you to our 
“Magnificent Seven” – Cindy 
Larsen Adams (Littleton, co), tim 
burchill (Jamestown, nD), Anna 
thomsen holliday (houston, tX), 
Garey Knudsen (hutchinson, 
mn), Dagmar muthamia (Long 
beach, cA), and Linda steffensen 
(hoffman estates, iL); each served 
two consecutive three-year 
terms. We are grateful for their 
contributions and years of service 
to our beloved museum.



13AmericA Letter

Photos from Elk Horn and
Kimballton, IA, by David 
Hendee, except above.
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By
John Mark
Nielsen

museum of DAnish AmericA

in october 1918, my grandfather 
was fighting in France. That same 
month in southern minnesota, 
my grandmother married the 
older son of the neighboring farm 
family. As 1918 drew to a close, 
dramatic events would change 
both their lives and shape our 
family’s history.

1918:
the end Of the “WAr tO end All WArs”

And the stOry Of A fAMily yet tO Be

but to begin, my grandfather, 
Johannes (John) nielsen was born 
on a farm in Denmark on July 21, 
1894 to Ane marie olesen and 
niels nørgaard nielsen. (only after 
service in WWi did he change his 
name from Johannes to John.) he 
was baptized in hee, a small town 
north of ringkøbing on the west 
coast of the Jutland peninsula. 
he had an older brother, niels, 
born in 1885, and would have two 
sisters, magdalene and marie, 
born in 1898 and 1903.

in the spring of 1914, shortly 
before his 20th birthday, Johannes 
left Denmark, never to return. 
his destination was southern 
minnesota, where his mother’s 
older sister, maren, lived with her 
husband, peter fredericksen. 
the couple farmed near Windom, 
minnesota. here my grandfather 
had cousins, and here he planned 
to find work on neighboring 
farms. he was also following his 
older brother, niels, who had 
immigrated several years before 
my grandfather but had settled in 
cincinnati, ohio where he was a 
carpenter and later a homebuilder.

01. Family home The Nielsen Family in front of their farm on the west coast of 
Denmark circa 1908. Johannes’ older brother had already immigrated to America.

01
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Arriving in Windom, the county 
seat of cottonwood county, 
Johannes quickly found work. 
his employer was a farmer by 
the name of manley harper who 
lived in nearby bingham Lake. 
here Johannes settled into the 
rhythms of farm life. however, by 
the autumn of 1914, the europe 
my grandfather left was at war. 
the assassination of Archduke 
franz ferdinand of Austria on 
June 28, 1914 in sarajevo, then 
a part of the Austro-hungarian 
empire, set in motion forces 
that would ultimately drag the 
united states into what president 
Woodrow Wilson would label the 
“war to end all wars.” (Though the 
phrase is commonly associated 
with president Woodrow Wilson, 
who used it once, it was inspired 
by the title of a book by the 
british writer h.G. Wells that was 
published in 1914 and titled The 
War That Will End War. h.G. Wells 
is best known in the united states 
for his novel War of Worlds that 
orson Welles adapted as a radio 
play and caused a panic in the 
united states when it was aired in 
1938.)

my grandmother’s story is also 
one of immigration, though she 
was the daughter of German 
immigrants. meta frieda helena 
Augusta Wolter, my grandmother, 
was born on June 15, 1898 on the 
family farm in rural martin county, 
minnesota, east of northrup, and 
baptized at st. James’ Lutheran 
church, then located in the 
country. she was the sixth of 
eight daughters born to heinrich 
Johann hermann Wolter and 
Augusta fredrickka Wilhemina 
Treichel and the first to be born in 
minnesota. 

her father, heinrich, had 
immigrated in 1884 to an area 
west of chicago, and her mother, 
Augusta, followed in 1885. they 
were both from the German duchy 
of pomerania on the southern 
shores of the baltic sea and 
northeast of berlin, an area now 
within modern-day poland. on 
thanksgiving Day 1885, they were 
married and settled on a farm near 
elk Grove in cook county. in 1896 
heinrich and Augusta followed 
his brother, ferdinand, to martin 
county, where they purchased a 
farm for $27 per acre.

02. Sisters Heinrich and Augusta Wolter and their seven surviving daughters (the oldest died while they lived in 
Illinois). My grandmother, Meta, stands between her mother and father.

02

here my grandmother, along 
with her sisters, attended the 
Lutheran parochial school located 
in rutland township that was 
established by local German 
Lutherans in 1897. the pastor was 
the teacher, and instruction was 
in German. As was the custom 
for many Lutheran farm families, 
formal schooling ended following 
confirmation. My grandmother 
and her sisters worked as “hired 
girls” on neighboring farms, but 
they also helped out on the family 
farm. When teased that he had no 
sons, their father is said to have 
responded that with this good 
help, he didn’t need sons.
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one of the Wolter’s neighbors 
were the Kaedings, German 
Lutheran immigrants who had four 
children – Arthur, elsie, ella, and 
hugo. ella Kaeding was the same 
age as my grandmother, and they 
became close friends. many of my 
grandmother’s childhood stories 
revolved around the fun times the 
Wolter and Kaeding children had 
playing together. it was also not 
unusual that she should fall in love 
with ella’s older brother, Arthur, 
who was six years older than she.

1917 saw the united states 
becoming increasingly involved 
with the war in europe. ever since 
the sinking of the Lusitania by a 
German u-boat in 1915, when 
128 Americans lost their lives, 
there was increasing pressure 
for the united states to enter the 
war on the side of Great britain 
and france. on march 1, 1917, 

the u.s. government released 
the text of what is known as 
the Zimmermann telegram. in 
it, Germany offered to give the 
American southwest back to 
mexico if mexico would declare 
war on the united states. this 
so incensed American popular 
opinion that congress, on April 
6, 1917, heeding president 
Wilson’s request, declared war on 
Germany. 

entrance into what was then 
known as “The Great War” 
created challenges for German-
Americans. one-third of the 
American population in 1917 
was foreign-born or the children 
of immigrants, with German-
Americans making up the largest 
segment of this population. this 
inspired fears of disloyalty among 
other Americans and led to the 
creation of the committee on 
public information on April 13, 
1917. the committee’s mission 
was to inspire loyalty and rally 
American support for the war 
effort. inevitably, questioning the 
loyalty of foreign-born residents 
was a result, with individuals 
under suspicion required to 
publicly state or sign oaths of 
loyalty. my great-grandfather, 
heinrich Wolter, who had served 
in the prussian Army as a 
conscript before immigrating, 
was required to sign a loyalty 
statement in mankato, minnesota.

03. Induction photo My grandfather, Johannes Nielsen’s induction photograph on February 3, 1918 at Camp 
Green, North Carolina.

03
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on June 5, 1917, the selective 
service Act was passed, requiring 
all men between the ages of 21 
and 31 to register for the draft, 
regardless of citizenship status or 
national origin. my grandfather, 
who was 23 and a farm laborer for 
manley harper, dutifully registered 
for the draft in bingham Lake, 
minnesota. in January 1918, he 
was drafted. (A popular notion has 
been that foreign-born recruits or 
draftees automatically became 
u.s. citizens. this was not the 
case. however, in recognition 
of the many non-citizens who 
were in active duty, congress, 
on may 9, 1918, amended the 
naturalization law to allow those 
serving abroad to fast-track the 
citizenship process. After the 
war, my grandfather would take 
advantage of this.)

on february 3, 1918, Johannes 
nielsen reported for duty at camp 
Green, north carolina. here he 
was assigned to company m of 
the 61st Infantry as a rifleman. 
the 61st infantry was a part of 
the fifth Division of the u.s. 
Army, known as the red Diamond 
Division. he could not know that 
the fifth Division would play a 
key role in the first action that 
the Americans would take as an 
army, independent of the french 
and british armies. initial training 
occurred at camp Green in 
weapons use, bayonet charges, 
and trench and gas warfare. 

by early April 1918 the red 
Diamond Division had been 
brought up to full strength (991 
officers and 27,114 soldiers), 
though the entire division had 
never assembled in the united 
states. they were ready to 
embark for europe. on April 
16 Johannes sailed with the 
61st infantry from hoboken, 
new Jersey on the steamship 
Czaritza. the ship was relatively 
new, having been constructed 
in Glasgow in 1915 for the 
russian east Asiatic steamship 

company. With the russian 
revolution of 1917 and the fall 
of czarist russia, the ship had 
been requisitioned as a troop 
transport. (following WWi it would 
be purchased by the Danish east 
Asiatic company.) its destination 
was brest, france, where it 
landed on April 28. After several 
days in so-called “rest camps” 
to recover from the voyage, the 
61st infantry left brest in french 
railroad boxcars, traveling to bar-
sur-Aube, 100 miles southeast of 
paris.

04. Map Map from The Fifth U.S. Division in the World War 1917-1919. The blackened areas show where the 5th 
Division served. First, at the lower right, in the Arnould and St. Die Sectors in the Voges Mountains. Next, in the 
center, the St. Mihiel Sector. Finally, left and above, the Meuse-Argonne Sector during which American forces 
suffered their greatest casualties.

04
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05. Machine gun nest German machine gun emplacement in the Voges Mountains. Because of the difficult, densely forested 
terrain, this was a relatively quiet area of the Western Front. 06. Frapelle monument John Mark standing beside the 5th 
Division Marker in the Village of Frapelle. This was the first French community liberated by an American unit in World War 
I. Following the war, the Fifth Division Association erected monuments like this to mark important sites where the Division 
had seen action.
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After reaching france and before 
entering battle, units of the 
American expeditionary force 
(Aef) underwent further training. 
bar-sur-Aube, in champagne, 
some 75 miles from the front, 
was selected as the training 
site for the fifth Division. the 
61st infantry, which included my 
grandfather, arrived there on may 
2. over the next several weeks, 
the entire red Diamond Division 
assembled for the first time. In 
addition to the 61st infantry, 
the Division also included the 
6th, 11th, and 60th, infantries, 
the 19th, 20th, and 21st field 
Artilleries and the 7th engineers. 
here the entire fifth Division 
began more intensive training in 
trench warfare. special emphasis 
was placed on gas warfare and 
the use of gas masks.

on June 1 the 61st infantry 
was ordered to move closer 
to the battlefront for further 
training under french command. 
This was the final preparation 
before entering the trenches in 
the Voges, an area of rugged, 
forested hills above strasbourg 
and colmar along the rhine 
river and at the very eastern 
edge of the Western front. 
this was a relatively quiet part 
of the battle lines, and it was 
seen as an appropriate place 
for regiments of the Aef to gain 
initial battle experience. on June 
16 my grandfather saw his first 
action in a raid near the villages 
of Violu and la cude. however, 
most of his experience was 
keeping watch from the trenches 
over “no-man’s land” for enemy 
attack.

While the fifth Division was 
engaged in the Voges during 
the summer of 1918, a heated 
debate was occurring between 
marshal ferdinand foch, a 
french general and supreme 
Allied commander, and General 
John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, 
commander of the Aef. marshal 
foch wanted to incorporate 
American divisions into the 
french and british armies in a 
major offensive in the meuse-
Argonne region north of Verdun. 
General pershing insisted that his 
forces fight as an independent 
American army under foch’s 
command but not until after the 
fledgling army was tested. This 
occurred in a campaign around 
the french city of st. mihiel, 
an area of fields, forests, and 
hills along the west bank of the 
moselle river that had been 
held by the Germans since the 
beginning of the war. the two 

0605
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07. Landscape The gentle, rolling hills of fields and forests leading to Dun-sur-Meuse across which the 5th Division 
fought at the close of the war. 08. Double wedding The Double Wedding of Hattie Wolter to Herb Ehlen and Metta 
Wolter to Arthur Kaeding on October 6, 1918 at St. James’ Lutheran Church in rural Northrup, Minnesota.

leaders reached a compromise: 
the french would provide artillery, 
tank, and air support for the st. 
mihiel offensive. once the initial 
objectives were achieved, the 
“American First Army” would 
move to the meuse-Argonne.

in August 1918 the fifth Division 
was withdrawn from the Voges 
and repositioned for the st. 
mihiel offensive. the attack 
began on september 12 with a 
heavy bombardment, and at 5 
a.m., the American first Army, 
numbering half a million men, 
advanced into the German lines. 
the fifth Division was engaged 
in a mile-wide sector of forests 
interspersed with meadows and 
farm fields, from the village of 
regnieville north to rembercourt 

on the mad river, a tributary 
of the moselle river. After 
overrunning the enemy trenches, 
fighting involved crawling through 
dense undergrowth and taking out 
machine gun nests. by september 
18, the objectives were reached 
and exceeded, and regiments of 
the fifth Division, including the 
61st infantry, were withdrawn 
and repositioned for training and 
resupply before their participation 
in the meuse-Argonne offensive, 
the first phase of which was 
planned for september 26. 

company m and my grandfather, 
Johannes, had seen their first 
real battle at st. mihiel and now 
prepared for what was to be its 
greatest, longest, and costliest 
battle. 

back in martin county, minnesota, 
a double wedding on the Wolter 
farm was being planned. my 
grandmother, meta, would marry 
Arthur Kaeding, and her next older 
sister, Hedwig (“Hattie”), would 
marry herb ehlen, a German 
Lutheran parochial school teacher 
who was teaching in mankato. 
following their marriage, meta 
and Arthur were to take over the 
Kaeding farm as his parents were 
planning to retire. in preparation 
for the double wedding reception, 
meta and hattie’s parents, 
heinrich and Augusta, had a new 
building erected which, after the 
reception, would be used for 
storing farm implements. they did 
this despite the fact that they, too, 
were retiring and selling their farm 
before moving to mankato. 

07 08
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it was a good time to sell farms. 
During the war commodity prices 
had steadily risen, which in turn 
led to increases in farm values. 
indeed, farming was seen as an 
important part of the war effort. 
According to the selective service 
Act of 1917, young farmers who 
were assisting their parents 
were temporarily exempted but 
available for military service. 
this meant that young farmers 
like Arthur were less likely to be 
drafted.

the double wedding was held on 
october 6 at st. James’ Lutheran 
in rural northrup. the reception 
that followed lasted for three 
days and was a chance for the 
extended community to celebrate. 
the only dark note was that 
meta’s engagement ring, which 
she had left in her bedroom in the 
upstairs of her parents’ house, 
was stolen. she and her sisters 
thought they knew who stole the 
ring, but it was never returned. 
following the wedding reception, 
she joined Arthur on the Kaeding 
farm.

meanwhile, back in france, 
the meuse-Argonne offensive 
had begun, although the fifth 
Division had yet to join the battle. 
fighting took place on what was 
generally agreed to be the most 
difficult terrain on the Western 
front, and it was not going well. 
regiments of the American first 
Army were making slow progress. 
on october 14, the fifth Division 
joined the battle. though it 
advanced, between october 14 
and november 4, the Division 
was only able to move forward a 
distance of just over three miles. 
combat was often hand to hand, 
particularly in two dense forests, 
the Bois des Rappes and the Bois 
de Foret.

units in the American army did 
not constantly fight. Companies 
were sent into battle, and then, 
after several days to a week, 
withdrawn for rest, resupply, and 
to replenish forces; the number of 
those killed, gassed, or wounded 
were high. An additional factor 
contributing to weakened units 
was the growing number of those 
sick or dying from the spanish 
flu. A worldwide pandemic, 
the strain of influenza was first 
recorded in late 1917, in a french 
military hospital near the english 
channel. it became known as the 
“Spanish Flu” because Spain, 
which remained neutral during the 
war, did not censor news about 
the pandemic. The first recorded 
case in the united states was in 
haskell county, Kansas in January 
1918.

sometime late in october or early 
november, company m was 
pulled from the line for rest. their 
captain indicated that they would 
not need their gas masks. my 
grandfather later told his children 
that this was a tragic mistake. the 
German artillery lobbed mustard 
gas shells into the assembled 
troops of company m.

“They’re all dead.” 

these are the words my 
grandfather said he heard after 
regaining consciousness. he 
struggled to move his feet. 

“Wait! There’s one alive here.” 

09

09. Cemetery The Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery. This is the largest American cemetery in Europe, with the remains of 
over 14,000 Americans who lost their lives in World War I, most in the Meuse-Argonne campaign.
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10. Wedding day Meta and John Nielsen’s wedding on June 15, 1924 in Mankato, Minnesota. 

Across oceAns, Across time, Across GenerAtions

over the next days, he was 
moved from a field hospital to 
a gas hospital, finally reaching 
Aef base hospital 26 in Allerey, 
france on november 20, nine 
days after the Armistice. During 
those intervening days, the allied 
forces, including the fifth Division, 
pushed on, breaking the back of 
German resistance and leading to 
the warring sides agreeing to an 
armistice.

The Armistice ended fighting 
on the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month of 1918. 
though the treaty of Versailles 
officially ending the Great War 
was not signed until June 28, 
1919, exactly five years from 
the assassination of Archduke 
ferdinand in sarajevo, my 
grandfather’s war was over. he 
felt lucky to have survived and 
would lie in a hospital for 50 
days until he was released. by 
April 12, 1919 he would be back 
in the united states, honorably 
discharged as a private first-
class and returning to work for 
manley harper in bingham Lake.

in minnesota, Arthur and meta 
had settled into newly married 
life on the Kaeding farm. in early 
December, Arthur came down 
with the spanish flu. though 
he seemed to be recovering, 
on December 9, he died of 
pneumonia. the funeral was at st. 
James’ Lutheran church, where 
just two months earlier they had 
been married; now he was buried 
in its cemetery. Within days after 
the funeral, meta learned she 
was pregnant. Widowed and 
expecting, she left the farm and 
moved to mankato to live with her 
parents.

i sometimes try to imagine what 
the christmas of 1918 must have 
been like for each of them – my 
grandfather in a foreign hospital, 
my 20-year-old grandmother 
having just lost her husband and 
expecting a child – but i really 
cannot. i’m too aware that within 
five years they would meet in 
mankato. 

Johannes, now John nielsen, 
would use his “War Bonus” to 
attend the Dunwoody institute 
in minneapolis, studying civil 
engineering. After completing his 
coursework in 1923, he would 
get a job in the county road 
office in Mankato and board at 
the Drewes boarding house. 
there he would meet meta Wolter 
Kaeding, who was working for 
mrs. Drewes. meta had given birth 
to a daughter, Luella, on August 
23, 1919.

Doctors had suggested that, 
due to his internal injuries 
from having been gassed, my 
grandfather might not be able 
to have children. this may have 
contributed to his breaking off 
of an engagement with clara 
petersen, a Danish-American 
girl from Luck, Wisconsin 
whom he had met while living in 
minneapolis, but i know it was 
much more, as i have read some 
of his letters to my grandmother. 

on June 15, 1924 (my 
grandmother’s 26th birthday), 
meta and John were married at 
immanuel Lutheran church in 
mankato. together they would 
have seven children, although 
one died shortly after birth. my 
father, John Wolter nielsen, is the 
oldest. in 1926, a year after my 
father was born, my grandparents 
moved to Albert Lea, minnesota 
where my grandfather eventually 
became the county engineer for 
freeborn county.

10
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Grandpa nielsen was always 
proud of his service to his country. 
in fact, often on Armistice Day, 
he would put on his old uniform 
and be photographed. i especially 
cherish one picture: it was taken 
in 1938, 20 years after the end of 
the “Great War.” He is standing 
with my grandmother and their 
children at the time – two more 
daughters were yet to be born, 
and Luella was a second-year 
student at Dana college. my 
father is holding the American 
flag. I have a feeling that both my 
grandfather and grandmother felt 
proud and profoundly blessed.

reseArChinG the stOries Of WOrld WAr One VeterAns

those attempting to learn more about their ancestors who served in World War i face a challenge. 
The reason – on July 12, 1973 there was a fire at the National Archive in St. Louis, Missouri. The fire 
destroyed about 80% of the individual records of those who served between 1912 and 1960. (my 
grandfather’s records were among those destroyed.) 

Despite the potential lack of evidence, it is important to begin research at the national Archives as 
there may be a chance that the records survived the fire. Research and requests related to Veterans’ 
service records can be made online at: www.archives.gov/veterans 

A second resource is the national World War i museum and memorial in Kansas city, missouri. this 
is the only museum in the united states dedicated to preserving the history of this war and is well 
worth a visit. one can learn more about the museum and the resources the museum offers at its 
website: www.theworldwar.org/ Note that the website offers an “Online Collections Data Base” under 
the drop-down menu “Explore.”

A third resource is the state historical society of the state where an ancestor was drafted or enlisted. A 
Google search will provide access to appropriate websites. potential resources can vary dramatically. 
for example, the minnesota state historical society in 1920 circulated a four-page questionnaire to 
all World War I veterans and created files for each one who responded, including discharge papers 
and “war bonus” applications. (Fortunately, my grandfather completed the questionnaire.) History 
Nebraska (the Nebraska State Historical Society) maintains a record of “World War I Draft Registration 
cards,” but has few personal records.

finally, a visit to the courthouse and if there is one, the county historical museum, in the county 
where an ancestor enlisted or was drafted can provide unexpected information. shortly after WWi, 
cottonwood county, minnesota (the county where my grandfather was drafted) published what looks 
like a “high-school yearbook” with pictures of all the young men from the county who served along 
with brief descriptions of their service. (i was able to purchase a copy since the cottonwood historical 
museum had extras!)

11. 1938 Armistice Day Armistice Day, November 11, 1938. My father John (13) holds the flag. My Aunt Marion (4), 
Uncle James (8) and Aunt Eleanor (10) stand in front of my grandparents.
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By
Tova
Brandt

01. Resistance Resistance fighters in position behind a barricade. 2007.050.002 – 
Gift of the Royal Danish Embassy

denmark, october 1943: 
occupation and resistance
On VieW in the krAMMe GAllery thrOUGh MArCh 24, 2019
This exhibition is made possible thanks to generous support from
The Danish Home, Croton-on-Hudson, New York
Thanks to Scandinavia, Inc., New York City, New York

iMAGine:
Your family has lived in Denmark 
for generations. Though Nazi 
Germany has occupied the 
country for over three years, most 
aspects of daily life have been 
unchanged.

Now you hear that your family 
might be arrested or deported.

Do you believe the rumors?

in the summer of 1943, Denmark 
had been occupied by nazi 
Germany for three years. for 
most of that time, daily life had 
changed little: people still went 
to work, children attended 
schools, and both churches and 
synagogues held regular services. 
but in August 1943 more and 
more Danish citizens started to 
openly resist the nazis through 
public actions: strikes, passive 
resistance, and sabotage. the 
rising tensions ultimately led to 
the resignation of the Danish 
government and much tighter 
restrictions on public gatherings. 
the nazis, who up to that point 
had made no overt threats to the 
Jewish residents of Denmark, 
began to plan for the arrest and 

deportation of all Jews in the 
country. 

iMAGine:

Your neighbor warns you that 
German soldiers are planning 
arrests on Friday. Your coworker 
says they heard things might 
happen sooner, maybe tonight.

Do you take time to plan or to 
pack?

Do you seek a hiding place 
immediately?

A massive round-up of over 7,000 
Jewish people was planned for 
september 30, 1943 – timed to 
coincide with rosh hashanah, 
the holiest day of the Jewish year. 
however, news of the action was 
leaked and quickly spread among 
Danes from all walks of life, 
christian and Jewish alike. this 
sparked one of the largest rescue 
efforts of World War ii to save the 
lives of thousands of people by 
ferrying them across the water to 
neutral sweden. 

01
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02. Officers Photograph of Svend Christensen (back row, left) and fellow police officers, November 11, 1940. 
2002.139.011 – Gift of Svend Christensen.

iMAGine:

A stranger brings a message to 
meet at a warehouse near the 
harbor late at night.

Do you trust this person?

During the fall of 1943 over 
7,000 people were first hidden – 
sometimes for weeks – and then 
smuggled out of Denmark by 
boat. sweden had announced 
that its borders would be open 
to refugees, and prepared 
to welcome individuals and 
families. ultimately, the rescued 
Danes spent the rest of the war 
in sweden and returned home 
in 1945, many to homes and 
businesses kept safe and intact 
by friends and neighbors. 

nearly 500 Danish Jews 
were arrested and sent to 
theresienstadt concentration 
camp. through the efforts of 
Danish diplomats, the nazis 
pledged that no Danes would be 
sent to other locations, such as 
Auschwitz or other death camps. 
though some Danes did die in the 
camp of disease and starvation, 
most survived to return to 
Denmark at the end of the war. 

in total, over 95% of Danish Jews 
survived the holocaust. A tree 
planted in honor of the Danish 
resistance stands on the Avenue 
of the righteous at the Yad 
Vashem holocaust memorial in 
israel. 

sVend Christensen

Born: July 10, 1921, Copenhagen, 
Denmark

Occupation during the war: 
Photoengraver and Police officer

Died: May 20, 2012, Des Moines, 
United States

svend was born in copenhagen 
and worked as a photoengraver. 
however, during the occupation 
he enrolled in the Danish police 
force and became a member of 
the resistance. part of svend’s 
job was to patrol the harbour 
and inspect any boats to see if 
they were hiding Jews, but he 
“didn’t see” any and so the Jews 
remained safe. by luck svend 
managed to escape the police 
roundup in 1943 because he was 
at the dentist at the time. svend 
and the dentist heard the air 
siren go off and saw the Danish 
policemen being herded into 
the streets and arrested. svend 
grabbed his gun and the dentist’s 
coat and fled to another city 
before hiding in a ferry and sailing 
for sweden. svend remained 
in sweden until the liberation. 
in 1954 svend and his wife elly 
immigrated to the united states. 

02
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steen Metz

Born: May 5, 1935, Odense, 
Denmark.

Occupation during the war: 
Elementary school student

Currently living in the United 
States 

steen was born in odense, 5 
years before the start of the 
German occupation and exactly 
10 years before the subsequent 
liberation. steen’s family was 
Jewish, but for the first 3 years of 
the occupation this did not pose 
a great problem; with the Jewish 
roundup in 1943, things changed. 
the family did not escape, likely 
because the threat did not seem 
as great in odense in comparison 
to copenhagen, and was 
therefore arrested on october 2, 
1943 and send to theresienstadt. 
on march 13, 1944, steen’s father 
died of starvation. After the death 
of steen’s father, the Danes in 
the camp started receiving care 
packages from the Danish red 
cross, which contained food, 
clothes and vitamins. While 
the Germans took most of the 
contents of the packages, they 
were vital for the survival of the 
Danes in concentration camps. 
in April 1945 the white busses 
arrived at theresienstadt and 
steen and his mother were 
brought to sweden, and later they 
returned home to Denmark. in 
1962 steen moved to the united 
states together with his canadian 
wife eileen.

MOniCA WiChfeld

Born: July 12, 1894, London, 
England

Occupation during the war: 
Housewife

Died: February 27, 1945, 
Waldheim, Germany

monica was born into british 
nobility, and through social 
gatherings she meet her husband 
Jørgen Wichfeld. After their 
wedding in 1916 the couple 
moved to Jørgen’s estate 
engestofte on Lolland, and 
monica gained Danish citizenship.

As the Germans took over 
Denmark monica wanted to aid 
the resistance, but she lacked 
contacts. in 1942, she rented 
out a cottage on their property 
to hilmar Wulff, a communist 

and member of the communist 
resistance faction, and through 
him monica became involved. 
she helped distribute illegal 
newspapers, hide british/
Danish parachutists, and receive 
packages dropped from british 
airplanes. throughout these 
missions she never involved her 
husband or two sons, but her 
daughter Varinka followed in her 
mother’s footsteps and even 
married fellow resister flemming 
b. muus. 

in 1944 monica was betrayed by 
a parachutist who had cracked 
under the German interrogations, 
and was arrested by Gestapo. 
monica was interrogated for 
months, and in the end she 
received the death penalty. the 
verdict was later overturned and 
instead she received lifetime 
imprisonment. she was sent to a 
women’s prison in Germany and 
died in 1945 from tuberculosis 
and viral pneumonia.
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Anne iPsen, A child’s tapestry 
of war:

“Meat was never really rationed 
because that required accounting 
for how much meat there was. if 
the Germans knew that Denmark 
actually had meat, they would 
have shipped most of it back to 
Germany or to the front. thus, 
we pretended that there was very 
little, but a steady customer would 
be handed a wrapped package, 
take-it-or-leave-it. sometimes 
it was frankfurters, sometimes 
a larger roast. smart shopper 
that mor was, she was a ‘steady 
customer’ at several shops and 
gladly accepted whatever she 
could get. she developed her own 
novel recipes to take advantage of 
whatever we had.” 

sAM BesekOW, quoted in The 
Rescue of the Danish Jews by 
leo Goldberger:

“In the dark of night my wife 
and i squeezed into herring 
cases, thoughtfully provided 
with breathing holes. Actually 
the cases could barely contain 
a human body and we lay in 
our boxes cramped like unborn 
babies. (…) at last we were in 
swedish waters and could break 
out of our cases into fresh air. 
(…) a bottle of champagne was 
opened, ‘Welcome to sweden!’ 
these words were to follow us for 
the rest of our years in exile.”

VAldeMAr kOPPel, quoted in 
The Rescue of the Danish Jews 
by leo Goldberger:

 “I was told by an eminent doctor 
from Aarhus, whose Jewish 
origin had caused him to flee to 
stockholm, that a lady, totally 
unknown to him, had come up 
to him in the days before he fled 
when things were looking bad, 
saying, ‘You don’t know me, but 
i know you. my name is so and 
so, this is my address and there 
is the key to my house if you 
ever should need it.’ once when 
i told this incident to a lady from 
copenhagen who similarly had 
been in danger, she remarked, 
‘oh, yes. the same happened to 
me. At one point i had four keys 
in my pocket for houses entirely 
unknown to me.’”
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Balancing Act – Peter Juhl 
Main floor  
on view through march 17, 2019

Dannebrog at 800 
multimedia room  
on view through 2019

exhibition calendar
Denmark, October 1943: 
Occupation and Resistance 
Kramme Gallery  
on view through march 24, 2019

Vessel: Ceramic Art
by Michael Geertsen and 
Morten Løbner Espersen 
Main floor  
open march 22 through 
september 2, 2019

Jacob Riis: How the
Other Half Lives 
Kramme Gallery  
open April 6 through may 27, 
2019

New Nordic Cuisine 
Kramme Gallery  
opens June 22, 2019

01

02

01. Michael Geersten, Grey Standing Sculpture. 02. Morten Løbner Espersen, Blood Moon 03. Jacob A. Riis,
“I Scrubs” – Little Katie from the West 52nd Street Industrial School, 1891-1892; reproduction on modern gelatin printing 
out paper, original 4 x 5 inches; From the Collection of the Museum of the City of New York, 90.13.4.132

03
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wartime artifacts
there are thousands of stories 
connected to World War ii and 
just as many artifacts around the 
globe from that period in history. 
Within the collections of the 
museum of Danish America are 
many pieces that illustrate both 
the military and the human sides 
of the war. 

several enlistment documents, 
registration cards, and 
identification cards are part of 
the archives. this registration 
card was issued to immigrant 
rasmus moritz West, who left 
falster, Denmark by 1910 and 
farmed near Kimballton, iowa. 
After his u.s. military service, he 
and his wife, Gudrun, returned 
to Denmark in the early 1950s, 
settling in helsingør. Another iD 
card belonged to elin m. sveen, 
who was born in chicago, illinois 
in 1926, but was raised by her 
mother in Denmark. During the 
war she was required to carry this 
iD with her anytime she was away 
from home. elin and her mother 
returned to the united states in 
1947 following the war.

photographs taken by soldiers 
often depicted large military 
machinery or the rubble left 
by bombing raids. some of 
the photos taken by Junior 
rasmussen and his fellow 
serviceman merle merritt are 
similar, featuring tanks and 
airplanes or destroyed buildings, 
but others are more personal and 
lighthearted. since both men were 
raised on farms, they took photos 
of livestock and fields. There are 
also a few photos of quiet times in 
their barracks, such as a photo of 
Junior writing a letter.

A well-known story from World 
War ii is the rescue of most of 
Denmark’s Jewish population 
following the German occupation. 
svend christensen was a police 
officer in Copenhagen. One 
of his responsibilities was to 
inspect boats for possible Jewish 
stowaways, but he “didn’t see” 
any, allowing many lives to be 
saved. As a show of resistance to 
Germany, some Danish citizens 
found other ways to protest the 
occupation. some wore ribbons, 
jewelry, or other decorations to 
affirm their national identity. This 
pin consists of a red and a white 

By
Angela
Stanford

01. Registration card Gift of Joan Grønhøj, 2003.078.005. 02. ID card Gift of Karen 
Hildmann, 2016.020.001. 03. Resistance ribbon with coins Gift of Richard and Blanche 
Nielsen, 1989.131.001. 04. Photo from album Gift of Merle Rasmussen, 2015.059.016. 

01 02 04

03
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ribbon, the colors of the flag, 
and four Danish coins, each from 
1940, and together representing 
the date that the occupation 
began. the donor’s sister, who is 
unnamed in our files, wore this in 
quiet protest from 1940 to 1945.

once the war was over, many 
families, churches, schools, 
and social clubs honored those 
who served, not only here in 
the u.s., but throughout the 
countries who participated in the 
allied efforts. mass-produced 
scarves commemorating Ve Day, 
needlework kits memorializing 
the many components and faces 
of Danish resistance, and name 
quilts are some of the pieces in 
the museum’s collections. this 
flag was a joint project between 
the Danish sisterhood and Danish 
brotherhood lodges of clear Lake, 

05

05. Flag Gift of Thorvald Sorensen, 2010.020.001. 06. Baton Gift of Svend Christensen, 2002.139.005.

iowa. its 15 stars represent lodge 
members who served, including 
one sisterhood member. four 
members represented here had 
been injured, and one was killed. 

Invitations to “Welcome Home” 
celebrations, lists of relief supplies 
sent to Denmark by American aid 
groups, souvenirs picked up by 
servicemen, uniforms, medals, 
and more illustrate Danish and 
Danish-American participation in 
World War ii. they are preserved 
in order to add depth to the 
names they represent.

06

This “Prayer of Thanks 
for the Danish People” 
was prepared by Rabbi 
Joel Soffin. It reads, in 
part, “We thank You, 
for the Danish people 
who shielded us 50 years 
ago at this season. They 
took us in without a 
moment’s hesitation and 
hid us from the Nazis, 
when we had no place 
else to go… In facing up 
to the Nazi threat, they 
showed the world the 
power of goodness and 
the power of caring.” 
Gift of Arvid Bollesen, 
1993.166.001

Albert and Karen Hansine Vejlo 
received a pair of identical bird 
figurines as a thank you gift 
from a Jewish girl they helped 
during the German occupation 
of Denmark. Gift of Karen Beall, 
2017.009.005



30 museum of DAnish AmericA

in order to stay on top of 
current trends and to make sure 
professional standards are being 
met, museums often participate 
in assessment programs. these 
programs typically involve self-
evaluations by the museum staff 
and/or board members, as well 
as site visits by outside assessors 
who have expertise in the many 
facets of museum work. 

By
Angela
Stanford

01. Speaker Elisa Redman, center, Director of Preventative Conservation at the Midwest Art 
Conservation Center in Minneapolis speaks to the group.

collections assessment for 
preservation program

this year, the museum of Danish 
America participated in the 
collections Assessment for 
preservation program. cAp is 
managed by both the institute of 
museum and Library services and 
the foundation of the American 
institute for conservation of 
historic and Artistic Works. the 
purpose of the program is to 
help small museums and mid-
sized ones like moDA identify 
areas of improvement in the 
care of artifact collections. this 
involves things like examining 

artifact storage methods, taking 
detailed climate and light level 
readings, and looking at the 
buildings themselves and noting 
any structural, equipment, or 
maintenance improvements that 
can be made. The final report 
submitted by the assessors 
provides helpful recommendations 
which can then be used to direct 
long-range planning and as 
leverage for funding from granting 
agencies and private donors.

cAp provides two assessors, 
a conservator and a historic 
buildings expert. in August, elisa 
redman and Jerry berggren 
came to elk horn as moDA’s 
assessors. elisa is the Director of 
preventative conservation at the 
midwest Art conservation center 
in minneapolis. her expertise is 
in preventive conservation and 
museum management, and she 
conducts numerous surveys each 
year and teaches workshops on 
a wide range of collections care 
topics. Jerry is the founder and 
principal-in-charge of berggren 
Architects in Lincoln, nebraska. 
With more than 40 years of 
architectural experience, he has 
also developed an expertise in the 
preservation and restoration of 
historic structures.

01
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02. Bedstemor’s House, built in 1908, requires preservation of the structure itself and the collection it holds.

02

out of a two-day visit and 
many conversations with staff, 
technical readings, and photos, 
the assessors created a final 
report containing details of 
their observations and a list of 
recommendations. these range 
from more day-to-day, practical 
tasks to longer-term strategic 
planning goals. three of the key 
recommendations were:

1 | Upgrades in lighting systems 
– converting to a purposefully 
designed system of LeD lighting 
with fixtures that are more 
versatile than the current system 
and produce less damaging 
light and heat. this would allow 
for more appropriate and easily 
adjusted light levels, and would 
be far more energy efficient.

2 | Upgrades in security – 
moving from traditional, keyed 
doors to an electronic key card 
system and adding security 
cameras. both options would 
allow for an additional level of 
protection both for the collection 
and the facilities.

3 | fire safety/disaster planning 
– Installing fire systems at the 
Genealogy center, bedstemor’s 
house, and the Jens Dixen cabin. 
these systems are valuable 
steps toward protecting people, 
collections, and buildings. 
currently, only the main museum 
building has a full detection and 
suppression system in place.

other recommendations included 
installing crack monitors on select 
interior walls of bedstemor’s 
house, in order to observe 
further separations; adding 
additional portions of museum 
operating systems to the 
emergency generator, in case of 
loss of power; and developing 
a long-range collections plan, 
which would assist with clear 
and intentional development of 
collections based on its existing 
strengths and weaknesses.

the recommendations that come 
from assessments like cAp are 
incorporated into departmental 
goals as well as larger institutional 
strategic plans. the museum 
participated in CAP for the first 
time in 2011, and almost all of 
those recommendations were 
accomplished; we expect to show 
the same progress with the 2018 
list. 

While the museum already offers 
a high level of professional care to 
our collections, there are always 
improvements to work toward. 
Assessments like these help us 
prioritize and plan as we move 
from goals to reality.
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By
David
Hendee

01. David Hendee, left, Jay Mead, Alexandra Hernández-Nørgaard, Polly Hendee, and Carol 
Svendsen line up in their Museum of Danish America jerseys for a photo before pushing off 
on the second day of a bicycle tour in Denmark. The group spent two nights in cottages at 
Knudhule Badehotel in the provincial village of Ry.

a danish bike tour
it was a week of kilometers 
and calories. kilometers were 
counted; calories were not. 

A group of nine Americans with 
ancestral or business ties to 
Denmark bicycled around a 
slice of the Danish mainland last 
summer during a tour inspired by 
a board member of the museum 
of Danish America.

the group included two museum 
board members (David hendee 
of omaha and carol svendsen 
of Denver, and their respective 
spouses, polly hendee and 
Jay mead), a board member-
elect (bruce bro of carefree, 
Arizona, and his wife, stacie 
pinderhughes), and three others 
(Alexandra hernández-nørgaard 
and frank meckel of houston, 
and sam mason of philadelphia).

bro and pinderhughes were 
newlyweds.

“The special part for us was 
simply experiencing it together 
as part of our honeymoon,’’ bro 
said, “and introducing Stacie to 
Denmark by bicycle.’’

bro had been to Denmark 
several times and biked around 
copenhagen, but never much 
around the Danish countryside.

01
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02. Map-reading by committee was an hourly occurrence. Fresh off the ferry to Samsø, Stacie Pinderhughes, Frank 
Meckel, Sam Mason, and Jay Mead gather around Alexandra Hernández-Nørgaard and her map. 03. Jay Mead and 
Carol Svendsen pose for a portrait after a picnic of smoked fish and pastries along the coastline south of Århus.

“Our favorite day was the last day 
as we biked along the coast back 
to Århus,’’ he said. “The views 
along the coastline as we biked 
through the woods were lovely. 
there was something special 
and intimate about seeing the 
countryside by bike that you can’t 
experience by car.”

A month after returning home, 
hernández-nørgaard said it still 
made her laugh to remember 
how many rookie navigators were 
needed to decipher maps daily.

“It definitely was cycling by 
committee!” she said.

svendsen launched the idea of 
a bicycle tour of Denmark when 
introducing herself during her first 
meeting as a board member at 
the museum in october 2016. she 
said she and her husband enjoyed 
bike touring. they have biked 
in england, france, italy, and in 
Arizona, california, colorado, 
florida, new england, oregon, 
south Dakota, and other places 
across the united states.

“We think it’s the best way to 
see and feel a place,’’ svendsen 
said recently. “You intimately 
experience the geography as you 
ride up and down. You experience 
the sights and smells and sounds 
without the barrier of engine 
noise, metal, and windshield. 
And local people are interested in 
talking to you about your travels. 
i’ve always thought it would be 
great to ride in Denmark, the 
home of my ancestors.”

Denmark ranks at the top of the 
world’s bicycle-friendly places. 
A national network of more than 
6,800 miles of sign-posted routes 
criss-crosses the kingdom, largely 
on dedicated off-highway trails. 

02 03
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04. Polly Hendee spins down a rural road during the first leg of the tour from Århus to Ry. 05. Stacie Pinderhughes 
flies a Danish flag in her bicycle’s luggage rack.

A few board members expressed 
initial interest in svendsen’s tour 
idea. During the next year she 
wrote an information sheet that 
pointed out the potential for 
hills and rain, and included an 
estimate of daily mileage. Then 
she set up the week-long outing 
through ruby rejser, a small 
tour and travel agency in Århus. 
All participants paid their own 
travel and tour expenses. primal 
Wear of Denver worked with 
nicky christensen, the museum’s 
communications specialist, to 
design a custom cycling jersey 
featuring a museum theme in 
Danish colors. most of the tour 
participants purchased the red-
and-white shirts to wear during 
the daily rides.

svendsen selected ruby rejser’s 
“East Jutland à la Carte” tour 
for the group. the travel agency 
described it as “a week with 
sandy beaches, wind in your 
hair, salt on your skin, fairytale 
views, idyllic rural life, fascinating 
museums, nordic cuisine, 
romantic villages, and peaceful 
bike paths.’’

the tour started and ended in 
Århus, with riders leaving in rain 
and returning in sunshine. the 
city was europe’s designated 
culture capital of 2017. it’s a city 
of cobblestone streets, charming 
squares, many cafés, trendy 
shops, forests, and beaches. it’s 
within biking distance of some of 
the highest points in Denmark, 
the scenic Lake District, and 
Samsø, the “renewable energy 
island.” riders stayed at either the 
comwell hotel or the scandic city 
hotel.

here’s a daily recap of the 
August tour, with comments 
or impressions from some 
participants:

day 1 of the tour featured an easy 
day’s cycling from Århus to Ry. 
The path out of Århus followed the 
stream Århus Å past wetlands and 
along lakes, before reaching a hilly 
stretch of road. the 41-kilometer 
(25 mi) route crossed the diverse 
and rich countryside before 
ending at Knudhule badehotel 
in the provincial village of ry. 
the village sits on the banks of 
Gudenå, the only real river in 
Denmark.

Meckel: “Flags and vimpels 
everywhere!”

Svendsen: “Great camaraderie 
with the group. only a small 
amount of whining about the 
rain.”

04 05
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06. Jay Mead cruises on a rain-glistened road past a Bronze Age burial mound.

Hernández-Nørgaard: “The dinner 
at the Knudhule badehotel was 
awesome! Loved the beautifully 
set table and the scrumptious 
dinner. the dishes were not 
only awesomely beautiful but 
extremely tasty! i would say it was 
one of our top meals.”

Svendsen: “Danes enjoying a beer 
and a round of miniature golf at 
Knudhule badehotel. Who knew 
miniature golf was the national 
sport?”

day 2 was an out-and-back route 
that included a 300-meter (984 ft) 
climb over the 51 kilometers (32 
mi) between ry and silkeborg. 
the outbound leg took riders 
through the unspoiled countryside 
of central Jutland, crossing hilly 
moraines into flatter terrain. They 
pedaled around salten Langsø 
and through woodland clearings 
with blueberries, junipers, and 
heather. At the end of a long 
climb, after reaching the top of 
a hill rimmed with bronze Age 
burial mounds in the midst of 
farm fields, Svendsen said she 
wondered: “Is my great-uncle 
thor buried there?”

the bike trail followed an old 
railway track and passed by Vrads 
station, where several riders 
stopped for desserts. then it was 
on to Vrads sande, a landscape 
of inland sand dunes. the stage 
ended in silkeborg, capital of 
the Lake District. most cyclists 
returned to ry by train. two, 
however, finished the day riding 
24 kilometers (15 mi) to ry across 
hilly woodlands.

Hernández-Nørgaard: “We 
ate apples off trees (i just love 
to forage), and ate the most 
delicious dessert ever at the old 
Vrads train station. i followed 
the advice on their blackboard: 
‘skinny people are easier to 
kidnap. stay safe, eat cake.’ Am 
still dreaming of the lagkage (layer 
cake) that carol and Jay shared, 
my flourless chocolate cake, and 
y’all’s apple tart.” 

Svendsen: “Riding through a 
forest on narrow trail that used to 
be a railroad line. surprised by the 
amount of forested land we rode 
through…. the smell of manure 
as we rode through the farm 
country…. a cold tuborg classic 
at the end of a long day of riding.”

Hernández-Nørgaard: “We 
continued to need a whole village 
to get from point A to point b.”

day 3 took the riders 43 
kilometers (30 mi) from ry to 
odder, via the charming lakeside 
town of skanderborg. the trail 
passed by some of the nicest 
lakes in Denmark with views 
to the highest ”mountains” in 
Denmark, all less than 200 (656 
ft) meters above sea level. sites 
included bronze Age burial 
mounds and the ruins of a 
medieval monastery at Øm. once 
through skanderborg, the cyclists 
passed by stilling Lake and then 
back into the hills and views of the 
sea before reaching odder and 
the park hotel.

mason, who had been in 
copenhagen on business, joined 
the group in skanderborg for the 
ride to odder. ole sønnichsen, a 
former museum board member 
from bjert, Denmark, planned to 
join the group for dinner in odder, 
but canceled when work required 
him to be in copenhagen.

Svendsen: “Friendly, articulate 
Danes interested in us, and 
concerned about America. Danes, 
proud of their country, and its 
egalitarian society.”

Mason: “Bad news: weight of 
the bike; good news: granny/
grandfather gears.” 

Hernández-Nørgaard: “I finally got 
a taste of mirabelle plums, which 
i had seen on the trails, but didn’t 
know if they were edible. met a 
lady searching for her lost cat, 
and (met) her husband (not lost).

06



36 museum of DAnish AmericA

07. During a chance encounter on Samsø, two cyclists met Bettin Petersen and her husband, John Bridge, who live in 
England and Denmark. Petersen orders Christmas gifts for her American relatives from the Museum of Danish America’s 
Design Store! 08. Alexandra Hernández-Nørgaard takes a rolling selfie with David Hendee on Samsø.

Svendsen: “Getting lost and 
multiple interpretations of what 
the ride directions meant.”

Mason: “Horses on a hilly field 
outlined against the blue Danish 
sky… thatch, thatch, thatch.”

on day 4 the group biked to the 
port at hou to board a ferry for 
a one-hour trip to Kolby Kås for 
cycling around the northern part 
of samsø, with its hilly seaside 
landscape, uncrowded beaches, 
and scenic villages. it was roughly 
a 68-kilometer (42 mi) day after 
the ferry trip back to Jutland and 
the final bike stage to Odder.

At one point, hernández-
nørgaard, who had been cycling 
in the northern reaches of the 
island, detoured to Langør, a 
village on samsø’s east coast. 
she had received an email 
notification that her husband, 
frank, who was cycling with polly 
hendee, had made a credit card 
charge at a restaurant on the 
harbor there. she changed course 
to join them there.

on a hilltop near issehoved at the 
northern tip of the island —more 
than 4,400 miles from elk horn 
— two cyclists were astonished 
to encounter an english-Danish 
couple who buy christmas gifts 
online from the museum’s Design 
store for their American relatives.

Hernández-Nørgaard: “This must 
be one of the most memorable 
days. The sun finally came out. 
samsø is just picture perfect … 
old straw-thatched roofed homes 
… self-serve grocery shopping 
with mobile pay. … the Viking 
hideaway channel.”

Mason: “Samsø potatoes with 
onions, mayonnaise sauce … and 
thatch.”

Meckel: “Unplanned encounters 
were the order of the day. A 
funeral, the friendliest cows, and 
the bluest cabbage.”

Svendsen: “Good coffee and 
pickled herring for breakfast.”

day 5 from Odder to Århus took 
the cyclists along the east coast 
and past vacation homes and 
views of wind turbines in the 
sea. they crossed the lock at 
norsminde fjord, which separates 
the sea from the lake. then it was 
on through marselisborg forest 
to Århus Bay before leaving the 
coastline to cycle through the 
moesgard museum grounds and 
past the summer residence of 
Queen margrethe ii.

Mason: “Cozy, unassuming 
summer cottages lining the shore 
(not thatched).”

Svendsen: “Smoked fish and 
kringle picnic on the beach.”

0807
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09. Fresh wienerbrød from Bagergården in Saxild was paired with salmon sandwiches for a coastline picnic on the final 
leg of the tour.

Hernández-Nørgaard: “And the 
wienerbrød from bagergården 
in saxild was out-of-this-world 
good! Am still dreaming of it and 
can’t wait to try making some 
of my own! plus the salmon 
sandwiches at fiskehuset på 
norsminde havn that they 
prepared for us were awesome. 
Ahhh, the bread: crispy on the 
outside, soft on the inside. Just 
glorious!”

Meckel: “My surprise to discover 
that ‘fried bacon’ was in fact, 
perfectly translated on the menu 
at the Raadhuus Kafeen in Århus.”

Mason: “Dogged restaurant 
research by frank.”

For the record, the five-day tour 
covered 254 kilometers (158 mi). 
the caloric consumption was 
considerable, but confidential.

Author David Hendee recently retired from a 44-year career as a newspaper journalist in 
Nebraska, all but two of the years at the Omaha World-Herald. He and his wife recently moved to 
Northfield, Minnesota, to be nearer to their grandchildren. His longest post-Denmark bike rides 
have been to local high school football games.

09
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By
Kara
McKeever

perspectives from wartime 
COUntless nArrAtiVes Are PreserVed in the GeneAlOGy Center’s 
liBrAry And ArChiVes. here Are jUst A feW, relAted tO WAr And its 
effeCts On indiVidUAls And fAMilies, WhiCh hAVe sUrfACed reCently.

Carl August Mørch was seven 
years old when the second 
slesvig-holsten war broke out 
between Denmark and prussia. 
born in Løjt parish in Aabenraa, 
he later moved to copenhagen, 
and at age 63 in 1919, he set 
out to hand-write his memoirs. 
he recalled his father getting 
arrested and imprisoned in 1864 
[translation by peter Dam-hein]:

 “…[T]hey were let out into 
the garden to have some 
fresh air, closely guarded of 
course, and they were not 
allowed to talk to each other, 
nor talk to others. the door 
between the 2 rooms, where 
the 3 from Løjt were kept, 
was, however, not very solid, 
so a conversation could be 
heard through it. then, when 
someone in one of the rooms 
wanted to talk to someone 
in the other room about 
something, he would sit down 
by the door and loudly tell his 
roommate what he wanted 
to communicate to the other 
room, where their attention 
had been drawn by some 
practised sign, i do not know 
what.

01 02

01. Notebook “Childhood Recollections from Slesvig”. 2018-106. Discovered at a 
thrift shop and donated to the museum by Sally York of Fircrest, WA in 2018.
02. Flag Carl Mørch holding the Danish flag in 1864.

 the time was, probably 
for a large part of it, spent 
reading, and, regarding 
father, with playing chess. 
they were also allowed to 
send home letters, but they 
were censored before they 
were posted.
 they were also in several 
interrogations. in one of 
these, father was asked 
whether he was Danish. ‘Yes! 
in life and soul’ was father’s 
answer.
 A Prussian officer said 
to father, during such an 
interrogation: ‘i do not 
actually think that you are 
a spy at all, but we have 
to get hold of such a well-
known and prominent man in 
your area, as there easily, in 

conversation with strangers, 
can be given pieces of 
information that, no matter 
how innocent they seem, can 
be harmful to us.’
 my brother frederik was 
in flensborg one day to 
visit father, and he was 
given access, presumably 1 
hour, but the conversation 
had to be in German and in 
the presence of a German 
officer.”

how carl mørch’s notebook 
ended up in Washington is, 
for now, still a mystery, but 
fortunately the memories he 
took time and care to delineate 
a century ago are preserved for 
future generations.
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hans was killed in action at pearl 
harbor, December 7, 1941. his 
death shocked Woodland and 
Yolo county residents, and for 
many, made the war suddenly 
personal. the December 8 edition 
of the Woodland Daily Democrat 
dedicated several columns to 
hans, printing an excerpt from his 
last letter home. After updating 
his family about his movements 
and recounting the fun he had 
flying a bomber, Hans closed his 
December 1 letter: “Well, happy 
family, i guess i will sign off now. 
oh, by the way, how goes it with 
the rice? And if you don’t hear 
from me for a long time you will 
know i am seeing more of the 
world, so don’t worry about it and 
i will write as soon as i can. As 
ever, hans.”

hans Christian thygesen 
Christiansen was born in cedar 
Falls, Iowa, five days before 
Armistice on november 5, 1918 
to Danish immigrants peder 
and ellen christiansen. he was 
their first child. From Ølgod and 
Amager, respectively, peder and 
ellen had met and married in 
cedar falls, but when hans was 
two years old, they decided to 
try their luck further west. peter 
got a job working rice fields in 
california, and the family lived 
in a tent until they could afford 
a house. eventually they joined 
other Danes in Woodland, 
california, where hans and his 
sister, Joy peggy, grew up. hans 
was active in boy scouts and 
became an eagle scout, played 
piano and basketball, and went 
to sacramento junior college to 
study aviation. he enlisted in the 
Army Air corps in August 1940, 
becoming a second lieutenant 
and pilot stationed in honolulu, 
hawaii.

“As part of his activity in scout 
work, hans, who came of that 
stout nordic stock which the 
world has reason to respect, 
worked and played and buddied 
with Japanese youth who have 
now by some strange quirk of 
fate become the foes of the 
likes of him,” wrote florence 
mcGehee, regular columnist for 
the Democrat. “That those very 
youth will be the first to mourn 
him we do not doubt. this is 
a sad commentary on the sick 
world in which we have to live and 
in which we try to find reason and 
sanity.”

03. “Scouts Construct Open Air Fireplace”, Woodland Daily Democrat, April 23, 1934. 04. Dies “Hans Christiansen 
Dies in Battle with Japanese at Honolulu”, Woodland Daily Democrat, December 8, 1941.

0403
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Mette (Axelsen) haydt was 
born April 9, 1938 in helberskov 
in northern Jutland. she turned 
two years old the day German 
occupation of Denmark began, 
marking her childhood with 
food scarcity and ration books. 
christmases during the war 
meant a few precious extra treats, 
including a single orange. mette 
remembers her father, helge, 
carefully scoring the orange with 
his pocket knife, removing the 
rind, and sharing the wedges 
around with his family until it was 
gone. her mother, Lea Kathrine, 
dried the orange rind on their 
wood-burning heater, later to 
grate it into a cake.

if mette’s father had been given 
his way, his family would not have 
been in Denmark during the war. 
he had immigrated to california in 
1928 but returned to Denmark to 
farm when work was scarce in the 

1930s. still, he always hoped to 
return to the u.s. he met mette’s 
mother, who had no interest in 
moving to America, and once the 
war began, there was no chance 
of leaving anyway. After the war, 
helge asked Lea Kathrine to 
reconsider leaving Denmark and 
made a deal with her: they would 
not sell their farm, but lease it out, 
and if after two years she wasn’t 
happy in America, they could 
return to Denmark.

thus, in 1949 mette, her parents, 
and her younger brother, claus, 
sailed from copenhagen on 
the M.S. Batory. When a room 
steward on the ship discovered 
how much mette and claus loved 
oranges, he placed a fresh orange 
each day in the net on the wall 
next to their bunk beds. they 
were thrilled. When they reached 
new York and disembarked, 
mette actually stepped off the 
ship into the united states with an 
orange in her hand. 

there were more wonders ahead. 
her family settled in california, 
where mette saw oranges 
everywhere. she and claus loved 
them, and ate so many that 
eventually, mindful of the enamel 
on their teeth, they were told to 
cut back on oranges by their 
dentist. 

Like mette, her mother loved 
America right away, and the 
Axelsen family stayed in their new 
home, where oranges were never 
scarce.

05. Mette (Axelsen) Haydt, 1949, courtesy of Mette Haydt; 06. Axelsen family, 1949, left to right: Lea Kathrine, Mette, 
Claus, and Helge Axelsen, shortly before they immigrated to the United States, courtesy of Mette Haydt.

05 06

museum of DAnish AmericA



41AmericA Letter

the odense city museums in 
Denmark have organized an 
exhibit on view at the ellis island 
immigration museum in new York 
through January 6. the museum 
of Danish America has loaned 
41 pieces from its permanent 
collection - go look for them!

During the past five years, 
researchers at the university 
of copenhagen have taken a 
closer look at audio recordings 
of Danish immigrants and their 
descendants in canada, the u.s, 
and Argentina. they’ve recently 
launched digital maps that 
provide access to sound bites of 
historical north American Danish 
along with information about the 
speaker and the language. https://
danskestemmer.ku.dk/lydkort/

time travelers is a reciprocal 
membership network for historical 
museums, sites, and societies 
throughout the u.s. museum 
of Danish America members 
receive exclusive benefits and 
privileges at more than 380 
museums and historical sites in 
45 states! You must show your 
current membership card to 
receive benefits. See the list at 
http://timetravelers.mohistory.org/
institutions/

Soon, the dates of immigration 
will be added to the Wall of honor 
index - all thanks to the volunteer 
help of rosalie Andersen and 
Marilyn Andersen!  

other noteworthy items
cheyenne, our temporary, grant-
funded Archival collections 
manager, is overhauling of one 
of our collections categories: 
the vaguely termed “Special 
Collections.” She says, “To date, 
i have updated approximately 
4,400 digital records, and in 
January i will have reorganized 
over 6,000 documents and 
integrated over 8,000 into the 
special collections Archive.”

the deadlines for applying 
to our Scan Design Foundation 
internships for Danish 
graduate students are April 30 
and november 1 each year. 
information is on our website.

Danishmuseum.org accounts give 
you ease of access to your Design 
store discount and wish list, View 
our collection (if applicable), and 
pre-filled renewal information. 
our members’ email addresses 
have been loaded into the secure 
system. Your username will 
always be the main email address 
associated with your membership. 
if you have never logged in to your 
account, please use the “Forgot 
password?” feature to receive an 
email with instructions on how to 
create a personalized password. 
Please note that if you recently 
mailed a membership payment, 
your website account may not yet 
reflect your updated membership 
expiration date.

Danish papirklip artist Torben Jarlstrøm Clausen demonstrated his techniques and style in our lobby during the Danish 
Villages’ Julefest this year. It was a big hit!
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By
Deb
Christensen
Larsen

the Danish immigrant Wall 
of honor provides families 
and friends with a means of 
preserving the memory of those 
who emigrated from Denmark to 
America. over 4,500 immigrants 
are currently recognized on 
the Wall. their stories and the 
stories of their families contribute 
to the growing repository of 
family histories at the museum’s 
Genealogy center. You can 
find a list of the immigrants 
on the Wall of honor at www.
danishmuseum.org.

new additions to the
wall of honor
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018

the information below includes 
the immigrant name, year of 
immigration, location where they 
settled, and the name and city of 
the donor.

Bent hAnsen (1957) rockford, 
illinois – Kristie hansen-mendez, 
chicago, iL

Ane MAGrethe (GAnsBerG) 
MØller (1873) orum, nebraska 
– sandra L. Wunder, eaton, co

dAGMAr AMAlie frAnCiskA 
nielsen neWMAn (1882) nevis, 
hubbard, minnesota – phyllis 
(newman) holven, toledo, iA

these individuals have 
contributed a paver in the sizes of 
small or medium.

Leslie brady, papillion, ne
Kristie hansen-mendez, chicago, iL

jens jensen heritage path
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018
the Jens Jensen heritage path is a place to celebrate an occasion or achievement, recognize an individual 
or organization, or honor the memory of a loved one. twice a year the pavers will be engraved and placed 
within the flag plaza – october and may. 

barbara havick, stone mountain, GA
Linda James, papillion, ne
Verner Laursen, esther haahr and 

paul Laursen, crawfordsville, in
todd & camille nielsen, Waukee, iA

nancy sand, Kimballton, iA
robert stofferson, papillion, ne
Welu, thornell, and Denniston 

families
Kris Wertz, pekin, iL

Paver order forms can be found at www.danishmuseum.org/get-involved/
recognition/commemorative-bricks
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memorials
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018

through various funds, gifts have 
been received in memory of:

richard Lee Andersen
beverly bjelde
Virginia m. bonvicini
Virgil L. christensen of harlan, iA
Virgil Christensen, “One Good 

man!”
Donald J. christensen, my 

husband
Lloyd christensen, my husband, 

and Virgil christensen, my 
brother-in-law

cora e. fagre
cora fagre, long time friend and 

fellow Dane
cora fagre, long-time member of 

the Denver Danes
hans & mathilde farstrup
Kay feisel

peggy Jo henriksen Gragert, my 
daughter

ingrid hansen
ingrid hansen of Lincoln, ne
howard henriksen
howard c. henriksen, my 

husband
Winifred Larayne cavnar 

Jergensen, charter member of 
the Denver Danes

Vera Johnson
Vera K. Laursen Johnson, eagle 

Grove, iA
roberta Lynn Jones
carol Jorgensen
phyllis Jorgensen
bryan Kite
torben Klarlund and erik Klarlund
Doloros Landblom

mabel madsen
mabel madsen, elk horn, iA
Donald madsen, formerly of iowa 

city & recently cedar rapids, iA
h.c. mathison, my husband
four Danish grandparents of 

marilyn meyer
hans & Joan miller
LeVern & marilyn nielsen, my 

parents
bruce G. ohms of Anita, iA
edith ousky, grandmother of 

Jenessa Denniston
helen parker
herbert & mabel petersen
miriam rodholm showalter
Dale Leslie stofferson
pamela Whitmore

in honor
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018

through various funds, gifts have 
been received in honor of people 
or special events.

Atlantic friends of the museum’s 
meeting entertainment 

Lotte christensen
my dear elk horn friends, 

barbara Jacobsen, Deb bieker, 
pat nielsen, Jerri hemmingsen, 

 Jackie Andersen, eileen 
sornsen, Karma sorensen (and 
her overgaard sisters)

David iversen and phillip iversen
erna c. Jensen
Lise Just
bent Lerno and in honor of the 

holocaust and thanks to the 
Danish people for their part 
in helping their citizens at this 
dark time in their lives

Kara mcKeever for help in 
tracking down translations 
of old church records from 
schleswig

mc mcnabb
moDA’s board of Directors 

holding their June 2018 board 
meeting in tyler, mn

John mark nielsen
rasmus thøgersen and his 

wonderful staff

Are you getting our monthly news? If not, we may not have your current email address.
Visit www.danishmuseum.org to update your information, or email deb.larsen@danishmuseum.org.
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Did you know? Families, groups, clubs, or businesses can sponsor exhibits, events, free admission days, our website, 
Brown Bag Lunch programs (including online videos for applicable presentations), or the whole Brown Bag Lunch 
series! Contact us to discuss the possibilities that await you: 712.764.7001 or deb.larsen@danishmuseum.org. 

museum of DAnish AmericA

thank you, organizations
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018
these 72 organizations have contributed memberships or gifts-in-kind of $100 or more or have received 
complimentary or reciprocal memberships in recognition of exemplary service to the museum. We 
acknowledge their generosity in each edition of the America Letter during their membership.

Arcus As, hagan, norway
Atlantic friends of the Danish 

immigrant museum, Atlantic, iA
boose building construction (marty & 

connie boose), Atlantic, iA
carroll control systems, inc. (todd & 

Jalynn Wanninger), carroll, iA
christopher ranch LLc (Donald & 

Karen christopher), Gilroy, cA
the copenhagen house (rené G. 

Kærskov), solvang, cA
country Landscapes, inc. (rhett 

faaborg), Ames, iA
Danebod Lutheran church, tyler, mn
Dania society of chicago, chicago, 

iL area
Danish American Athletic club, 

chicago, iL area
the Danish American Archive and 

Library, blair, ne
Danish American club in orange 

county, huntington beach, cA 
area

Danish American club of milwaukee, 
milwaukee, Wi area

Danish Archive north east (DAne), 
edison, nJ

Danish brotherhood, heartland 
District Lodges, iowa-minnesota & 
surrounding states

Danish brotherhood Lodge #1, 
omaha, ne area

Danish brotherhood Lodge #15, Des 
moines, iA area

Danish brotherhood Lodge #16, 
minden, ne area

Danish brotherhood Lodge #29, 
seattle, WA area

Danish brotherhood Lodge #35, 
homewood, iL area

Danish brotherhood Lodge #283, 
Dagmar, mt area

Danish brotherhood centennial Lodge 
#348, eugene, or area

the Danish canadian national 
museum, spruce View, Alberta, 
canada

the Danish club of houston, 
houston, tX area

Danish club of tucson, tucson, AZ 
area

Danish cultural center of Greenville, 
Greenville, mi

the Danish home, croton-on-
hudson, nY

the Danish home, chicago, iL
Danish Lutheran church & cultural 

center, Yorba Linda, cA
Danish mutual insurance Association, 

elk horn, iA
Danish sisterhood Dagmar Lodge #4, 

chicago, iL area
Danish sisterhood Dronning 

margrethe Lodge #15, Wauwatosa, 
Wi area

Danish sisterhood ellen Lodge #21, 
Denver, co area

Danish sisterhood Lodge #102, Des 
moines, iA area

Danish sisterhood flora Danica 
Lodge #177, solvang, cA

Danish sisterhood Lodges, heartland 
District, iowa-minnesota & 
surrounding states

Danish sisterhood Lodges, nebraska/
colorado Districts, Lincoln, ne & 
Denver co areas

Den Danske pioneer (elsa steffensen 
& Linda steffensen), hoffman 
estates, iL

elk horn Lutheran church,
 elk horn, iA

elk horn-Kimballton optimist club, 
elk horn & Kimballton, iA area

elverhoj museum of history and Art, 
solvang, cA

exira-elk horn-Kimballton community 
school District, elk horn, iA area

faith, family, freedom foundation 
(Kenneth & marlene Larsen), 
calistoga, cA

hacways (helene & nanna 
christensen), hals, Denmark

harlan tribune newspapers, inc. 
(steve mores & Alan mores), 
harlan, iA

henningsen construction, inc. (brad 
henningsen, Vice president), 
Atlantic, iA

house of Denmark, san Diego, cA
independent order of svithiod, 

Verdandi Lodge #3, chicago, iL 
area

Knudsen old timers, Glendale, cA
Landmands bank (Jeff petersen, 

president) Audubon, iA
main street market (tracey Kenkel), 

panama, iA
marne elk horn telephone co., elk 

horn, iA
nelsen and nelsen, Attorneys at Law, 

cozad, ne
the norden club of Lincoln, Lincoln, 

ne area
northwest Danish Association, 

seattle, WA
o & h Danish bakery (eric olesen), 

racine, Wi
olsen, muhlbauer & co., L.L.p., 

carroll, iA
oxen technology, harlan, iA
petersen family foundation, inc. (h. 

rand & mary Louise petersen), 
harlan, iA
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proongily (cynthia mcKeen),
 st. paul, mn
the rasmussen Group, inc. (sandra 

rasmussen and Kurt & Lynette 
rasmussen), Des moines, iA

rebild national park society, 
southern california chapter, Los 
Angeles, cA area

red river Danes, fargo, nD area

ringsted Danish American fellowship, 
ringsted, iA area

royal Danish embassy,
 Washington, Dc
royal Danish Guard society,
 chicago, iL area
scan Design foundation, seattle, WA
shelby county historical society & 

museum, harlan, iA

shelby county state bank, harlan 
and elk horn, iA

symra Literary society, Decorah, iA
upward mobility (susan Vitek), 

hinesburg, Vt
Vasa order of America, omaha Lodge 

#330, omaha, ne

new members
AUGUst 1, 2018 – nOVeMBer 20, 2018

the museum of Danish America 
is pleased to identify the following 
memberships: 78 individuals as its 
newest members:

Jim & nancy barker, freeport, iL
Dana bovbjerg, pittsburgh, pA
Leslie brady, papillion, ne
Larry chase, fort collins, co
torben Jarlstrøm clausen, 

odense, Danmark
Vicki croft, clarkston, WA
sheryl cuba, omaha, ne
Governor Dennis & mrs. Linda 

Daugaard, pierre, sD
Jenessa Denniston, noblesville, in
Annelise m. Dietz, north 

Chesterfield, VA
sharyn hedbloom & margaret 

frimoth, Astoria, or
David & charlotte Gensler, 

placitas, nm
Lois held, West bend, Wi
tim & cari hush, racine, Wi
eric hvolboll, Goleta, cA
robin ingle, Gainesville, fL
Jerimiah Jensen, Loveland, co

paul Jensen, council bluffs, iA
colleen Johnson, Avalon, Wi
Janet Johnson, West Des moines, iA
malcolm Johnson, Lapeer, mi
John & sheila Joyce, prairie 

Village, Ks
Lone Kanaskie, olney, mD
catherine Karlshoej, roscoe, iL
Denis Kaufman, bunker hill, WV
beth Kershner, tulsa, oK
Kim & Vicky Kirkegaard, 

middleton, Wi
Gary & Georganna madsen,
 Des moines, iA
susan martin, scottsbluff, ne
Kari seppanen & Vera 

martinovich, Lake stevens, WA
pamela mattera, ridgewood, nY
rita mcclain, clancy, mt
charles harry & Deborah 

mcDonald, columbia, sc
fredrick mcGee, southbury, ct
robert meyer, sr., omaha, ne
roger & marilyn mollet,
 Lakeville, mi
mary o’brien, Las Vegas, nV
terrence & Karolee olsen, 

Georgetown, tX
Janne osborne, Austin, tX
marjorie parsell, east tawas, mi
rennie & marge phillips, scott 

city, mo
erik poulsen, clinton township, mi
travis & sandra randolph, 

saugatuck, mi
Julie rasmussen, exira, iA
robert & Dorothy rosenbladt, 

poulsbo, WA
sandy rosenbladt, seattle, WA
cathy Weigley & Laurence schiller, 

Deerfield, IL
Gail shaw, stockbridge, mA
Jo sheetz, houston, tX
John & mary stanley, ceresco, ne
Delane Vanada, monument, co
Dale & Jane Vandre, Kalamazoo, mi
rod & Valerie Vaughn,
 fort thompson, sD
paula Waters, park ridge, iL
steve & susan Watts, hinsdale, iL
Kris Wertz, pekin, iL
michele hacherl & William Zucker, 

tucson, AZ
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life after iowa
it hAs Been 10 yeArs sinCe their internshiPs At OUr MUseUM.
Where Are they nOW? 

hAyley ChAMBers 

instead of getting a full-time job 
in 2008 after graduating with my 
mA in public history, i opted to 
be an intern for about a year. it 
allowed me to apply the skills i 
had learned in school to real-life 
situations, and it gave me the 
freedom to travel. it is incredible 
to think that ten years ago i 
arrived in elk horn, fresh from 
Alaska, where i had interned at 
the Valdez museum. having lived 
on the east coast most of my life 
up until then, the endless corn 
and soybean fields of Iowa were 
a big change for me, and i thrived 
on the challenge. 

A few weeks after i arrived, the 
museum celebrated its 25th 
anniversary, and it was an honor 
to participate in that landmark 
event. for the bulk of my nine-
month internship, i worked with 
Angela stanford on a variety 
of inventory, cataloging, and 
rehousing projects. Angela 
instilled in me a love for 
collections care, and i still strive 
to live up to her example of 
organization and detail. i am lucky 
enough to still count her as a 
friend and mentor today.

At small museums, employees 
and interns wear many hats, and 
i was lucky enough to be able 
to help with exhibits, including 
helping to set up the Victor borge 
exhibit, education programs and 
tours, radio interviews, public 
speaking engagements, and every 
so often i would sneak away to 
the LeGo table to make some 
kind of creation. i will never forget 
making 300 aebleskiver in one day 
for a holiday program! 

With the museum, i was also 
able to travel around the state for 
workshops and fun field trips to 
other museums. We also traveled 
to the state and regional museum 
conferences, where i was 
exposed to a wide professional 
network. the true value of the 
internship, though, was living with 
several Danish interns and being 
exposed to a new culture. We 
spent many nights discussing the 
similarities and differences of our 
world views. i still dream of one 
day visiting Denmark and meeting 
up with my fellow interns to see 
what their lives are like there.

since my internship, i have 
traveled around the country 
working at the Kentucky historical 
society in frankfort, Deadwood 
history in south Dakota, montana, 
and idaho. At present, i am the 
senior curator of collections for 
Ketchikan museums in southeast 
Alaska. our organization has 
two facilities: one that focuses 
on local history and the other is 
geared towards celebrating local 
native culture with a collection 
of original, 19th century totem 
poles. I am also in my fifth year 
as a board member for museums 
Alaska, our state museum 
association. When i am not 
working, i spend time helping my 
boyfriend restore a 1920s-era 
machine shop and boathouse. 
i often think of my time in iowa 
and am so grateful to have had 
the opportunity to intern at the 
museum.  
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Koldskål This is a traditional Danish dish served in the summertime either as a dessert, breakfast, or even as a light dinner on 
a warm summer evening. Serve this refreshing dish cold with your choice of topping.

helle hOVMAnd-
rAsMUssen

ten years ago, i was an intern at 
the Danish immigrant museum for 
half a year. back then, i worked 
with the curator of exhibits 
creating a temporary exhibition 
about one of the most famous 
Danish-Americans, Victor borge, 
among many other things. though 
the internship added many new 
skills to my curriculum, it’s the 
people whom i met and the 
cultural experiences they gave 
me that i remember clearly now, 
10 years later: from summertime 
barbecues to thanksgiving and 
christmas which were spent in 
the welcoming homes of staff 
members; everyday life with 
an American roommate who 
broadened my perception of 
American culture; and last, but 
not least, the many meetings with 
Danish Americans, practicing their 
cultural identity despite being 
separated by time, distance, and 
sometimes even generations from 
Denmark. 

many things have happened in 
the last 10 years - the museum’s 
name has changed, to start with. 
on a personal note, i returned to 
Copenhagen, finished my degree, 
moved back to the southwestern 
part of Denmark, got married, 
and had three wonderful children. 
one thing recurs, however: i still 
work with the interpretation of 
famous Danish Americans, only 
this time it’s Jacob A. riis. next 
year sydvestjyske museer will be 
opening a new museum in Jacob 
A. riis’ childhood home in ribe 
(pictured here), and by means of 
my current job as pedagogical 
consultant in “MYRTHUE”, the 
external learning environment in 
the municipality of esbjerg, i am 
contributing to the development 
of interpretational tours on riis for 
schoolchildren. 
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The museum’s annual holiday card design for 2018 
is based upon a shapeshifting 2D snowflake that 
transforms into a 3D Christmas tree full of magical 
creatures and decorations.

christmas tree snowflake
free tUtOriAl & PAttern
A special holiday papirklip project brought
to you by the museum of Danish America,
elk horn, iowa. www.danishmuseum.org

museum of DAnish AmericA
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Paper
For cutting the Christmas Tree Snowflake, use a thin, strong paper that creases well. This papirklip was 
cut from thai unryu, a ‘rice paper’ that has a fine grain and that comes in large sheets. Other papers that 
can work well for folding and cutting include origami paper (not easily available in large sheets), Danish 
glanspapir (not as easy to find as it once was) and sheet gift wraps. Rolled gift papers seem to retain their 
inclination to curl, but do often work well. Once you have a little experience, you will find that choosing 
papers for different designs becomes intuitive.

to cut this design with the intent of making a standing tree approximately 7” tall, start with a piece of paper 
17” × 17” and increase the pattern size by 155%. measure and cut paper exactly and crease sharp edges 
accurately for a good outcome.

folding 
See instruction diagrams on page 50.
folding in thirds, to produce 6 points, diverges from standard 
origami patterns, which is why i sketched those. the last step for 
this snowflake makes the design work as the tree.

UsinG the PAttern
cut out the appropriate pattern (black and white triangle) from 
page 51. Align the pattern on the folded paper and fasten it by 
stapling in the black areas. there are left-handed and right-
handed versions of the pattern which can make the cutting 
process easier.

Cutting
this can be cut with scissors or blades or both. use whichever is more comfortable.

A note from Cynthia:
“Some people may be tempted to use a bit of glue to connect the nisser at the base, but then the tree loses 
the look of layers of shadows. i did use a bit of glue inside the treetop for stability and the tree stands well, 
as long as the creasing is sharp. the bottom branches curl a little, which i like, but if you want to prevent 
that, press the folded tree under something heavy until just before you set it up.”

christmas tree snowflake
hOW-tO
Design © proongily 2018, cyntia mcKeen

AmericA Letter
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3. fold the double 
sheet into thirds, 
using G as the pivotal 
point. (this can be 
difficult to judge at 
first -use the hexagon 
drawing as a guide.)

5. Fold the figure in half as shown.

6. cut straight across from 
h to i. You can cut out 
shapes along Gh and Gi. to 
sharpen the points of your 
snowflake, use either H or 
i as those points and cut 
back the other, as shown 
with the wavy line.

7. open sheet and re-crease the 6 diameter 
lines so that every other diameter line folds 
in the opposite direction. You will be creasing 
three long lines in one direction and three in 
the other. You should then be able to re-fold 
the snowflake, to find the ‘tree’ shape.

1. begin with a 
square sheet of 
paper. fold in half 
and crease well (Ab 
to cD).

2. Along the folded 
edge,begin to fold in 
half again,but do not 
complete the whole 
fold (G). G is the 
center point of what 
will become your 
snowflake.

4. fold eG back. Your sheet 
should look like this.

museum of DAnish AmericA
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christmas tree snowflake
PAtterns
Design © proongily 2018, cyntia mcKeen

AmericA Letter
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Order early – quantities are limited. 01. Museum of Danish America’s Annual Christmas Card 2018 Snowflake/Tree Papirklip, package 
of 10, #5885, $12; Individual card, #5886, $2 02. Museum of Danish America’s Annual Keepsake Ornament 2018 Sold out. 03. Nisser 
Maks & Sylvi, #5688, $60 (sold as set only) 04. Nisse Arne, #5676, $30 05. Nisse Nico the Reindeer, Item 5664, $20.
Orders to 712-764-7001 or www.danishmuseum.org/shop. Members receive a 10% discount.

inside GreetinG includes white ribbon
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