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christmas tree snowake
FREE TUTORIAL & PATTERN

A special holiday papirklip project brought 
to you by the Museum of Danish America, 
Elk Horn, Iowa. www.danishmuseum.org

The museum’s annual holiday card design for 2018 
is based upon a shapeshifting 2D snow ake that 
transforms into a 3D Christmas tree full of magical 
creatures and decorations. 
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1. Begin with a square
sheet of paper. Fold in
half and crease well (AB to
CD).

2. Along the folded edge,
begin to fold in half again,
but do not complete the
whole fold (G). G is the
center point of what will
become your snowflake.

3. Fold the double sheet
into thirds, using G as the
pivotal point. (This can be
difficult to judge at first -
use the hexagon drawing
as a guide.)

7. Open sheet and re-crease the 6 diameter lines so
that every other diameter line folds in the opposite
direction. You will be creasing three long lines in one
direction and three in the other. You should then be
able to re-fold the snowflake, to find the ‘tree’ shape.

4. Fold EG back. Your
sheet should look like this.

5. Fold the figure in half
as shown.

6. Cut straight across from
H to I. You can cut out
shapes along GH and GI.
To sharpen the points of
your snowflake, use either
H or I as those points
and cut back the other, as
shown with the wavy line

Your folding is complete! 3



christmas tree snowake
PATTERNS
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Right-handed
pattern

You may practice by 
using tracing paper.

Left-handed
pattern
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